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another new feature 


. if you have something (other than your 
homework) on which you’d like professional 
advice, send a letter—signed or unsigned— 
to Problem Corner—LUTHER LIFE, 1228 
Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Penna. Our ex- 


perts will answer it as soon as is possible. 


starting with this 
issue (page twelve) 
a “PROBLEM CORNER” 
will be a regular 
Luther Life feature. 
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Cover art is by Grant Gilderhus, leaguer from Lawrence, Kansas. 


We asked him for a cover suitable for the Easter season. 


ADDRESS CHANGE AND RENEWALS 


should be sent to: Luther League of America, 825 Muhlen- 
berg Bldg., 1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. Please allow 


four weeks for the change to be effective. To insure ac- 
curacy, send your present address sticker and your new 


address. 


Malcolm L. Minnick, Jr., Salem, Va., president of the Luthe 
League of America; and Pastor F. Leslie Conrad, Jr., executiv: 
secretary present Luther League plans for the coming year 


The event is session of the Allocations Commission of Thi 
United Lutheran Church in America. It marked the first time tha 
the group responsible for raising the level of church budget 
participated officially in the distribution of Part Il free fund 
for emergency needs of 1956 income-totaling $7,115,049 


OFFICIAL NOTICE 


The biennial convention of the Luther League of America 
s scheduled to be held on the campus of the University of Kan- 


‘as, Lawrence, Kansas, August 12-17, 1957. 


pUE CULP, 
secretary 


“he Luther League of America 


Magician and His Ministry 


What does a magician’s top hat 
have in common with the clerical robes 
of a minister? The answer to this 
tiddle is an easy one in the case of 
Larry Kettlehake, a Hamma Divinity 
School student from Springfield, who 
doubles in brass as a professional ma- 
gician and as a minister. 


A second year student at Hamma, 
Larry still finds time to make frequent 
appearances as a professional magician, 
although his studies and his position as 
assistant pastor of Springfield’s Third 
Lutheran Church keep him occupied 
nearly fulltime. 


Larry has been a magician since he 
was eight. He earned a substantial por- 
tion of his expenses at Wittenberg 
College through such means as pull- 
ing rabbits out of a hat, floating his 
assistant in air, and other such features 
of the magician’s trade. In addition to 
his studies and work as an assistant 
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pastor, Larry is also available as a tem- 
porary pastor through the services of 
the Hamma ministerial supply service. 

During his four years at Witten- 
berg, Larry appeared before an aver- 
age of 50,000 people yearly in per- 
formances at fairs and shows. His acts 
range from sleight-of-hand card tricks 
to underwater escape acts reminiscent 
of that old time master-magician, 
Houdini. Today, many of Larry’s pro- 
grams are given as benefit perform- 
ances for such institutions as the Clark 
County Children’s Home. 

Is there any conflict between the 
Church’s teaching and the magic tricks 
he uses? 

“None, 


whatsoever,’ he reports, 


“since people come to a magic show 
to be entertained by trickery. They 
know it’s trickery and I know it’s trick- 
ety, so there is no conflict.” 

Larry and his wife, Miriam, are 
both Wittenberg graduates of the class 
of 1955. She was secretary of their 


vaduating class and Larry was presi- 
ent. They have a three-month-old 
aughter, Cheryl Ann. Sleight of hand 
icks don’t seem to amuse Cheryl, 
arry says. “Instead I get plenty of 
ying and no applause.” 


Maryland’s Hopes Are High 


Maryland Synod Luther League had 
s annual workshop-lab meeting at St. 
eter’s Lutheran Church, Washington, 
». C., with over 375 participating. The 
,eeting was under the leadership of 
artbara Mann of the Mountain Dis- 
ict. 


Washington District Luther League 
1oir participated. One of the objec- 
‘ves of the Maryland Synod LL is the 
irganization of a choir for each dis- 
‘ict. Greetings were extended by the 
everend Donald Brake, host pastor. 
arry Cameron, state president, spoke 
mn objectives, and Fred Reisz stressed 
ttendance at the national convention. 
'aul McKay sparked the enthusiasm 
f the leaguers for the national con- 
ention in 1959—a convention which 
Aaryland Synod hopes to have in its 
erritory. 


LLA respectfully requests that all 
orders for literature and/or publica- 
tions which total less than $3.00 be 
accompanied by payment. 

We regret the necessity for this, but 
just do not have the office personnel 

_ to handie billing of smaller orders. 

This new procedure for us has long 

been the custom of most similar con- 

cerns. 


After July 1, 1957, special subscrip- _ 


tions (convention and promotion 


month) to LUTHER LIFE will be sold at 
a $1.75 rate. The regular rate of $2.00 


will remain the same. 


COLLEGES 


GETTYSBURG 


The National Poetry Association 
has accepted the works of four Gettys- 
burg College students for publication 
in the Annual Poetry Anthology. The 
students honored, and their works, 
are: Roy Miltner, a junior from May- 
wood, N. J., who wrote a poem en- 
titled, “Ode to Toil;’ Robert Glad- 
ney, junior from Pleasantville, N. J., 
who wrote “Room of the Happy 
Peasant;’’ Frederic Huffnagle, a senior 
from Philadelphia, who wrote, “Meta- 
physics; and Deborah Smith, a fresh- 
man from Chambersburg, Pa., who 
wrote ‘“God’s Fountain.” 


One of six original handbills an- 
nouncing the program for the dedica- 
tion of the Gettysburg National Ceme- 
tery in 1863 has been presented to 
the Gettysburg College library. An- 
other of the original copies has been 
presented to President Eisenhower for 
his Gettysburg farm. 

The handbills give the “Order of 
Procession for the Inauguration of the 
National Cemetery at Gettysburg, Pa., 
on the 19th of November, 1863,” and 
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“Programme of Arrangements and 
Order of Exercises.” 

Lincoln’s famous Gettysburg Ad- 
dress was listed on the program as 
“Dedicatory Remarks by the President 
of the United States.” The main ora- 
tion, featured on the leaflet, was an 
address by Edward Everett, the fore- 
most orator in America at that time. 


MUHLENBERG 

Muhlenberg’s first dean of women, 
Miss Heimtraut Dietrich, assumed her 
duties at the college on February 11. 
With co-education to be introduced 
next September, she will serve also as 
dean of the first group of women stu- 
dents to enter the 109 year-old instt- 
tution. 

For the past four years she has 
served as dean of women at Wagner 
College, Staten Island, N. Y. Student 
dean at Syracuse University from 1951 
to 1953, she also has taught German 
at Thiel College and in the College 
for Women at the University of Penn- 
sylvania. 


NEWBERRY 

High school seniors from South 
Carolina and several other states vis- 
ited Newberry College recently for a 
High School Weekend. The annual 
event was sponsored by the Boosters’ 
Club. 

Various activities were on the sched- 
ule—attending classes, a reception, 
variety show, and an informal Val- 
entine dance. 


ROANOKE 

Dr. Kirtley F. Mather, professor of 
geology, emeritus, of Harvard Univer- 
sity, was guest speaker during religious 
emphasis week at Roanoke College. 
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Theme of the program was “Religion 
and Science: Progress Toward Mutual 
Understanding.” Sessions were open 
to students, faculty, and the public. 

Roanoke College was host to the an- 
nual meeting of the Virginia Inter- 
collegiate Press Association, March 
1-2. Awards were given to the out- 
standing college magazines, news- 
papers, and yearbooks. 


WAGNER 


In order to maintain an adequate 
program in the face of constantly ris- 
ing costs, an increase in tuition fees 
at Wagner College has been an- 
nounced by Dr. David M. Delo, pres- 
ident. The $40 increase per semester, 
effective with the opening of school 
next year, will bring the total tuition 
and fees to $730 per year. 

Wagner's present yearly cost to the 
student, including board and room, 
now averages $1300. When the in- 
creased fee becomes effective, the total 
will still leave Wagner below the aver- 
age cost of most colleges with which 
it compares. 


WITTENBERG 


Wittenberg College Choir has been 
selected to furnish the music for the 
United Lutheran section of the Prot- 
estant Hour, broadcast each week 
throughout the world. Announcement 
was made by Professor L. David Mil- 
ler, director of the choir and head of 
the Wittenberg School of Music. 

The choir will be heard on ten pro- 
grams, starting June 30 and continuing 
until September 1. About 12 minutes 
in each half-hour session will be pre- 
sented by the choir. 


Norristown Conference 


Nearly 400 leaguers from the Nor- 
istown Conference of the Ministerium 
f Pennsylvania attended a recent ban- 
uet in Phoenixville. The Rev. Phares 
». Reitz, president of the Board of 
christian education, Ministerium, was 
suest speaker. His subject was ‘“What 
shall We Give?” 

Members of the banquet committee 
were Dave Deery, Shirley Dennis, 
shirley Jones, W. Horace Swearer, and 
Betty Lee Simmers. Milton Hall of 
Shillington showed the filmstrip “CU 
Bt KU.” 


League Chaplain—New Post 


When leaguers at Zion Lutheran 
Church, Meyersdale, Pa., felt their 
devotional periods were weak and in- 


effective, they created a new office. 
Larry Augustine was elected as league 
chaplain. 

His duties require him to lead the 
devotional period at league meetings, 
take charge of church services that the 
leaguers conduct, and help other of- 
ficers. 

The new program has worked out 
quite well. Advisors are Margaret and 
Naomi Knepp. 


Did you know that there are only 4 
Lutherans and 11 Roman Catholics in 
the United States Senate ? In the House 
of Representatives we Lutherans rise 
to 13 but there are 73 Roman Cath- 
olics. 


When I said you have to teach them on their 
level, | didn’t mean you had to go this far. 


Rescue Worker Was Prisoner 


Richard Roraback, 26, of Dobbs 
Ferry, New York, spent three weeks 
behind the Iron Curtain in a Com- 
munist prison in Hungary. Roraback, 
who is a student at the University of 
Paris, was arrested by a Communist 
patrol while he was trying to help 
Hungarian refugees across the border 
into Austria. 

The young American, a member of 
the American Lutheran Church, was 
graduated from Dartmouth College in 
1952. He served two years in the 


Navy, and worked as a reporter for 
the Citizen-Register in Ossining, New 
York. He enrolled at the University of 
Paris last March. 


He volunteered to help the Inter- 
national Rescue Committee in order to 
“help himself by helping those whe 
needed more help.” He was engaged 
to a fellow student at the University 
of Paris, but his fiancee died of leu- 
kemia shortly before Christmas. After 
spending the holidays with her fam- 
ily, he volunteered to help Hungarian 
refugees and was sent to Austria. 


FREE BULLETINS 


(undated with a 
complete worship 
service—and a two 


color cover. 


available in quantity 


from LLA 


1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Interviewed in Vienna, Roraback 
yid reporters that he had not been 
austreated while a prisoner. But he 
ad been locked in solitary confine- 
nent in a cold, constantly lighted cell 
nd repeatedly interrogated by secret 
‘olice who accused him of several 
iolations against Hungarian laws. He 
old reporters he would go through 
ae experience again if he could help 
nti-Communist refugees escape from 
Tungary. 


LSA Film 


A new sound and color filmstrip, 
Jepicting the program of the Lutheran 
student Association has just been re- 

ased by the Division of College and 
IJniversity Work of the National Lu- 
theran Council. 


The 20-minute filmstrip, under the 
itle “Campus Christian Frontiers,” 


Former Assistant 
Director of LSA 
looks over film 
script with two 
main characters. 


PHOTO: AUDIO- 
VISUAL SERVICE, 
AUGUSTANA 
UTHERAN 
CHURCH 


was produced under the supervision of 
Miss Burnice L. Fjellman, program 
secretary. The script, written by Miss 
Evelyn Schaefer, Lutheran counselor 
to students at the University of Wis- 
consin, tells the story of a college 
freshman who is led by an upper class- 
man to appreciate the program of the 
LSA on the campus and throughout 
the world. 


The film is beamed to Luther Leagu- 
ers and high school students planning 
to enter college or a university. It ac- 


quaints them with advantages avail- 
able to them through LSA. 


It is available for congregational 
Luther League and youth meetings 
through the Department of Audio- 
Visual Materials of the ULCA. Rental 
fee is $2.80. Orders should be sent to 
the United Lutheran Publication 
House, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Racism Shocks Danes 


The ghost of anti-semitism, remind- 
er of Hitler’s sealed box cars and gas 
chambers, has suddenly risen up again, 
to shock the tolerant Danes, now so 
deeply involved in providing homes 
and security for refugees from Hun- 
gary. Anti-semitism was discovered to 
be rife among the Hungarians. Some 
Jews declared that they had escaped 
as much from the fear of a liberating 
Hungary giving vent to its hatred of 
Jews, as from that of Soviet outrages. 


Several Hungarians registered as 
Catholics for fear of violence from 
their fellow refugees. Many, it is be- 
lieved, although safe in Denmark, 
have not yet revealed themselves to 
be Jews. One group of Jewish Hungar- 
ians, settled in’a town in Jutland, has 
had to move because of anti-semitism 
among other Hungarians in a neigh- 
boring community. 


Danish leaders have been alarmed. 
Denmark has a long tradition of 
friendship for all peoples, races, and 
religions. Outstanding is her heroic 
stand in World War II. At one time, 
7000 Danish Jews and another thou- 
sand who fled from other Nazi-oc- 
cupied lands, were led to safety in 
neutral Sweden. The Danes, at tre- 
mendous personal risk, succeeded in 
ferrying all of them to safety. 

Danes, however, are determined to 
wipe out this strain of anti-semitism 
poison that has infiltrated with some 
of the Hungarian refugees. 


MORSELS 


“P.S. Youth,” mewspaper of the 
Pacific Synod Luther League, spon- 
sored an essay contest for leaguers. 
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The essays were to be based on the 
convention theme, “‘Give of Your Best 
to the Master,” with a Scripture refer- 
ence from Ephesians 6:11. The pur- 
pose of the contest was to help leagu- 
ers prepare themselves for the spir- 
itual portion of the PSLL convention 
in Spokane, Washington. 

South Carolina’s Levi teams were 
busy during the winter on their cara- 
van tours throughout the synod. Six 
teams composed of 24 people took part 
in the visitation program. 

A Luther Leaguer of Western Can- 
ada received the Rhodes Scholarship. 
He is Eric J. Bergbusch. Eric, an active 
member of Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Saskatoon, is a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Saskatchewan. He is now 
working on his thesis in honors 


history. 
* * * 


The Lutheran Service Center, Kais- 
erslautern, Germany, received a letter 
of appreciation for outstanding service 
given to military personnel involved in 
rescue activities after a U.S. Air Force 
Sabre jet crashed on the roof of the 
French Army headquarters across the 
street from the Center. For several 
days, those engaged in salvage work 
operations and investigations of the 
tragedy, used the Lutheran Service 
Center as their base of operations. 

op Re ey 

A new center in Germany is train- 
ing pastors for ministry to industrial 
workers. A group of Protestant pastors 
are spending two months in jobs in 
factories and industrial centers in 
Frankfurt on Main, Germany, in a 
program designed to strengthen 


lhurch-labor relationship. Their work 
s part of a six month’s curriculum for 
the new center opened by the Evan- 
zelical Church in Germany. 

The Reverend Clyde A. Misen- 
aeimer, Conover, North Carolina, was 
guest speaker at a recent youth ban- 
quet at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 
3ear Poplar, North Carolina. The din- 
ner was prepared by the local ULCW. 
sroup singing, solos, and skits made 
ip the evening’s entertainment. 

South Carolinians are busy making 
slans for their second synodical work 
camp to be held June 24-26 at the 
Franke Home for the Aged, Charles- 
ron. 

Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Detroit, Michigan, was the scene of 
the March 2 wedding of Carolyn Mae 
Busse and David Allan Mann. The 
new Mrs. Mann is a member of the 
LLA missions division. 

Ph a AUN 

Dr. F. Eppling Reinhartz, secretary 
of the ULCA, has been reelected to 
his second one-year term as president 
of the National Lutheran Council. He 


is a graduate of Gettysburg College 
and the Lutheran Theological Semin- 
ary, Philadelphia. He has been awarded 
honorary doctorates by Gettysburg and 
Wagner Colleges. 

Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president 
of the ULCA, has been given a citation 
for distinguished service in the field 
of religion. The presentation was made 
by the Inter-synodical Lutheran So- 
ciety of New York at its annual dinner 
at the Sheraton Astor Hotel. The So- 
ciety is composed of laymen and clergy 
from various Lutheran church bodies 
in the metropolitan area of New York. 
In addition to heading the ULCA, Dr. 
Fry is a prominent figure in the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council, the World 
Council of Churches, and the Lutheran 
World Federation. 


* * * 


Armed Fotces Day will be cele- 
brated throughout the world from 
May 12 through May 19, 1957. Em- 
phasis is on: May 12, spiritual aspect; 
May 18, public displays and demon- 
strations; and May 19, activities por- 
traying our peaceful aspirations. The 
theme is “Power for Peace.” 


ak 


PROBLEM 
CORNER 


acting 


Shirley 


Dear Friend, 


| am fifieen years old and have a definite idea as to what | want 
to do with my future. Ever since | was a little girl, all | wanted to 
do was become an actress. 

Now | am studying voice under a very good instructor. She tells 
me that | have a mezzo-soprano voice, a very rare voice indeed, 
but excellent for musical comedy. | want to go into musical comedy more 
than anything else in the world. | see no reason why not to. 

By having the privilege of putting on skits and singing at church, 
| feel that | have been able to make others happy. | want to make 
everyone happy. By becoming an entertainer I’m sure | will be able 
to do so. 

The few people that have advised me not to enter show business 
say, “Oh, the low class people you‘ll come in contact with.” I’m not 
at all ashamed to tell anyone that | want to be an actress. | think 
as long as | know what's right, | can’t go wrong. 

Ever since | was three years old | attended Sunday School. | joined 
the junior choir when | was six, and now I’m a member of the youth 
choir. | have been active in Luther League ever since | have been 
old enough to belong. After having such a religious background, | don’t 
believe | can go wrong in show business. 

| was always told that people must use the talents that God gave 
them, so | want to put mine to work. | feel | am a very lucky girl. 
God has blessed me with a beautiful voice and the talent to make 
people laugh. | am grateful to Him for this. 

Shirley Signorat | 
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Dear Shirley: 


Eleanor Dively of LUTHER LIFE sent me a copy of your letter, asking 
advice on reconciling the acting profession with Christianity. 


| believe that God has a very definite purpose for each soul that 
He creates for life on this earth, and that ultimately, His purpose 
will be carried out in spite of our getting in His way from time to time! 


The important issue according to the Bible is what are we going 
ito do with Jesus Christ? Are we going to accept His sacrifice in our 
behalf and ask Him to be our Lord and Guide? For this, He came into 
ithe world, and it should be our main consideration. | believe that any 
creative work that is honest can be used io the glory of God. 


If you have surrendered your life to the Lord Jesus Christ and 
doors seem to open leading into the acting profession, then | believe 
you should walk therein. We do not all have the same gifts, as is 
stated in the Bible. 


The acting profession has blessed the world in many ways for 
centuries. For instance, take the great Passion Play, vividly portraying 
the sacrificial life of our blessed Lord. Those people had to be trained 
in the art of acting before they could bless the world with this unfor- 
gettable play. Moral lessons in plays and motion pictures register 
definitely on the minds of patrons. In any walk of life, we meet those 
with great spiritual understanding and those with little or no under- 
standing. It is unfortunate that the mistakes of those in the spotlight 
are always so flagrantly played up in the press, while virtues are 
played down. It is wise to keep our eyes pinned on Jesus, the Author of 
our faith, not looking to the right or left, but walking worthily by His 
grace in the vocation wherein we are called. 


The Lord is working in a marvelous way in the entertainment 
industry. | would suggest you purchase a copy of “Crisis in Communi- 
cation”, written by Malcolm Boyd, a close friend of ours who was 
publicity director of Mary Pickford and Buddy Rogers’ television com- 
pany before entering the ministry. | believe, as does Malcolm Boyd, 
that Christ needs disciples in the entertainment industry to leaven this 
phase of mass communication. 


May God bless and direct you. 


Fad in Him, 


fale Evane Ro 
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WILT 


THE STILT CHAMBERLAIN 


HEN seven foot, two inch, Wilt 
the Stilt Chamberlain ran out on 
he basketball floor at Kansas Univer- 
jity some months ago—his first college 
ry, a lot of folks expected him to be 

flop. 

After all, it’s one thing to be a star 
‘t Philadelphia’s Overbrook High 
school, or any other high school, but 
quite another thing to shine against 
op players of schools like Oklahoma. 

Wilt, as any basketball follower 
xnows, was not a flop. He has a few 
uiceties of the game still to learn. He 
reeds a better hook shot and some of 
ais passwork is slightly sloppy. Even 
with these defects, he is still one of 
che top five amateurs in the basket- 
dall game. 

He'll be a man to watch next year. 
He’s learning fast. Some of his oppon- 
ents this year put three men to guard- 
ing him. He still managed double fig- 
ures in scoring. 

Wilt was enticed to Kansas Univer- 
sity by a unique ruse—so the story 
goes. All the major schools in the 
country who play basketball had 
wanted to get him. He was offered all 
sorts of things. Some were legal, some 
were not. Free tuition, free automobile, 
nice homes, good allowances, prob- 
ably a free college education in luxury 
somewhere. According to the story, 
KU offered him a good education ! 

A young KU prof stopped off at 
Philadelphia after a business meeting 
to visit Chamberlain’s folks. He talked 
about KU’s educational facilities. The 
family was impressed. They said, “Of 
all the folks that have been telling 


Wilt what he ought to do, you're the 
first that ever really talked about edu- 
cation.” This did the trick. 

Wilt has been making average 
grades his first year at college. For a 
star basketball player—with all that 
extra time out for practice, this speaks 
well for him. At some schools he 
might be having an A average, but 
we understand he’s earning his grades 
at Kansas U. 

Wilt breaks basketball records with 
ridiculous ease. In his first game for 
Kansas, he scored 42 points without 
straining. In high school he broke by 
100 points the all-time Philadelphia 
scholastic scoring record. 

What makes Wilt so exceptional is 
that for his height, he is a well co- 
ordinated individual. He has covered 
the quarter mile in under 50 seconds 
—world record is 45.2. 

Wilt will probably continue with 
basketball when he graduates. The 
Philadelphia pro team, the Warriors, 
have him firmly entrenched in their 
organization already. What with Ari- 
zin, Gola, and Johnston to start with, 
the addition of Wilt to the team is 
making other pro teams scream at 
night—daytime too. 

Wilt has two more years to play for 
KU, so if you plan to be attending 
the Luther League of America conven- 
tion out thataway this August, you'll 
probably be hearing a lot about him. 
In fact, that’s why we put this little 
squib about Wilt Chamberlain in this 
issue. CU at KU—the playground of 


Wilt the Stilt. 
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PLANNING 
YOUR 
VACATION 


NAOMI AND MARC 
OTTERBEIN 


get paid for vacationing 
meet other young adults 
save money 


keep vacation Christian 


YOUNG ADULT #5 
\ 


| 
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‘Be younger children were bedded 
down on the rear deck of the sta- 
tion wagon, and the window of the 
tailgate was open. Gentle moist eve- 
ning breezes wafted through the car 
windows as we sped along the black 
strip of highway. Occasionally another 
car of night-time travellers would 
jpass and joyously wave, for we all had 
something in common. 

We looked out and up into a black, 
black sea of nothingness beyond the 
stars. It just goes on and on and there 
is no end. Our ten-year-old com- 
mented, “I guess it would take you 
forever to go up there past all the 
stars.’ He was drinking in God’s uni- 
verse for the very first time. Night 
travelling, in your own community on 

a hot summer’s night, or rolling along 
a concrete highway, gives a person the 
feeling he is peeking in on something. 
Yes, he is seeing how our fleet-footed 
animal friends search for food while 
the human world slumbers; how the 
desert flowers draw their moisture 
from the evening dew, and how the 
young deer gather at the water's edge 
for a cool drink at early morning. Yes, 
make night time travel part of your 
vacation! 

Let’s do a little deep diving and ex- 
ploring into the various ways of spend- 
ing your two, three, or even four weeks 
away from the typewriter, the teacher, 
or the teakettle. 


Meeting Young Adults 


“T love to go a wandering . . .” The 
call of the open road attracts us when 
we go hosteling. In small groups, 
‘young people and a few hardy oldsters 
move leisurely along the side roads of 
America, Canada, or Europe. At the 
end of the day’s travel by foot, canoe, 


or bicycle is a friendly hostel. Around 
the crackling fire you can rest a fa- 
tigued body and be exhilarated by the 
companionship of fellow travelers. 

Of course, we should not overlook 
self. Nothing can match the priceless 
exchange of ideas. Bridges of misun- 
derstanding ate melted and our world 
moves another step further toward 
oneness under God. 

You can travel on your own along a 
loop of hostels, or you can go with a 
trained American Youth Hostel guide 
in a foreign land. In Canada and on 
the eastern seaboard of the U.S.A., cer- 
tain hostels will accommodate church 
groups for a weekend retreat. Hostel- 
ing offers a spring college-on-wheels 
tour in Europe and other specific trips 
abroad, all for modest prices. 

Of couse, we should not overlook 
our own church camps and their fine 
facilities. Many state parks have build- 
ings, simply equipped, for group 
camping. Early reservations are neces- 
sary and preference is given to state 
residents. How about a weekend re- 
treat before summer begins, aimed at 
an inspirational emphasis—or a full 
week of vacationing to meet your 
club’s needs ? 


Earning While Vacationing 


A chance to earn while vacationing 
appeals to some of us, for we all seem 
to like that extra folding cash. The 
glassed-in observation post of the fire- 
watcher’s tower comes a vigil-light in 
the green sanctuary of pine, hemlock, 


The Otterbeins of Oak Park, Illinois, 
spend a month each year living out- 


doors under the stars with their four 
children. 


17 


and fir forests. Imagine being paid to 
scan the majestic slopes of a moun- 
tainside! It is a priceless opportunity 
to recreate the mind by thoughts of 
God our creator. The National Park 
Services hire many college students for 
the summer at spots all over the 
U.S.A. You might be pointing out 
alligators in the Everglades, fill gas 
tanks at Yellowstone, or wait on tables 
in Glacier National Park. No matter 
where you are assigned, your working 
hours will be enjoyable. 

Our Lutheran church camps employ 
individual staff employees for the sum- 
mer or other short periods. Friend- 
ships and rewarding bull-sessions after 
hours with faculty, staff, visiting mis- 
sionaries, and others break open our 
limited bonds of home-town acquaint- 
ance and can set our minds afire. Many 
life-time ideals, purposes, and friend- 
ships are formed in summer camp. 


Vacationing at Home? 


Sometimes that budget does a sneaky 
thing and chains us to our own door- 
step. Never mind. Investigate what's 
nearby—state parks and attractions 
will be listed by your state tourist com- 
mission. Try a family project of arch- 
ety, bird-watching, star gazing, rock 
collecting, or flower-pressing (only 
those not protected by nature conser- 
vation laws!). Paper-back books will 
give you a good start, and when you 
know a little bit about your subject, 
you'll feel like an expert and enjoy 
it the more. 

Need we mention a day-long hike 
with lunch in a back pack? You and 
your pals will get a real charge out of 
this adventure. Even baby in his pa- 
poose board can go along. Take in 
the local museums on rainy days. 
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Family Camping 

The family that plays together, stays 
together. Camping brings a solidarity 
you cannot get at a resort hotel or even 
in a cottage. The fact of living so sim- 
ply draws children to the parents, par- 
ents to them, and the whole family 
closer to God. Outdoor living helps us 
sense our dependency on God. The 
growing boy wants to know if that 
stream of rushing water is safe to 
drink. A grateful and sensitive child 
tenderly plucks juicy strawberries from 
their hiding place beneath the green 
leaves. She muses, “I think the bears 
know that Bible verse, too— He careth 
for you.” The stately pines, the pun- 
gent cedar and silvery oak spread their 
loving arms to protect us from the 
heat of the sun and the drench of 
rain. 

One problem confronting young 
parents is- locating accommodations 
which will be enjoyable with the chil- 
dren and tolerant toward the wallet. 
The school building at Konnarock 
Lutheran School in Virginia is open to 
the public June 12-August 15. Where 
could you find a more restful place 
to relax with your children? The gent- 
ly sloping mountain hills “breathe, o, 
breathe Thy loving spirit over every 
trembling heart.” No chance for va- 
cant thoughts here, where we dwell 
among the pines; the clouded grey 
dawn with its sudden burst of color 
and the clarion call reminds us of 
Christ’s triumphant rising from the 
grave. 

Several states have fully equipped 
cabins for rent to its residents (pre- 
ferably) at a modest fee. With a state 
park as your headquarters you can fan 
out in many directions and discover 
exciting attractions nearby. 


Many people struggle too hard at 
olay and at work. They worry too 
much and spend too much and miss 
‘oo much, In golf, if one pushes too 
aard, he slices or tops the ball. Easy 
Joes it—relax, and you come through. 
You are recreated, strengthened, re- 
1ewed by a valuable vacation. 

Another type of family vacation is 
he chutch family camp. By pre- 
arrangement with a nearby state or 
county park, families can camp there 
for a week-end or week. Worship 
services, devotions, and activities can 
oe planned together. 


Give Yourself 


Playgrounds need recreational su- 
pervision, drama coaches, and dancing 
instructors. The Luther League sends 
caravaners to local parishes to spark 
youth work and revitalize it. Youth 
work camps, such as those sponsored 
by the Luther League in “Operation: 
Dirty Hands” are opportunities to 
give oneself in physical toil in service 
to the Savior. 

God gives us a free hand to manage 
our own lives. It is really our decision 
how we handle our leisure time. Vaca- 
tions need not be a tense, worrisome 
schedule seeking to cram the most into 
the least and blotting all chance of 
casual laughter and relaxation. We can 
have fullness of life through our let- 
sure time pursuits instead of drugging 
ourselves with too much playing of 
cards and too much watching of tele- 
vision. 

What makes the difference? Per- 
haps it is not so much what we plan 
for play, but what attitude and sense 
of Christian values we bring to our 
vacations. 


Sources for Further Information 
RECREATIONAL Map oF U.S.A. 35 
cents 
Supt. of Documents, 

Washington 25, D. C. 

DEPT. OF PARKS 

Your State or Provincial Capital 
AMERICAN YOUTH HOsTELs, INC. 
14 W. 8th St., 

New York, N. Y. 

(Complete handbook, manual, direc- 
tory, $1.00) 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICES 
Washington, D. C. 
SUPERINTENDENT, KONNAROCK 
LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

Konnarock, Va. 


L-O-Y-A-L Topics 

For Young Adult Groups 

Topic materials are now being pre- 
pared under auspices of the Board of 
Parish Education. Reprints of previous 
topics and of this month’s topic are 
available, 10c each, from the United 
Lutheran Publication House, 1228 
Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

1. MissloN MOorTIvEs 
2. MISSION OVERSEAS AND AT HOME 
3. Smit SincLE (Jf I Do Not 

Marry) 

4. How SyNops OPERATE (What 

Does the Synod Do for Us?) 

5. PLANNING YOUR VACATION 

Coming next month: “When Lu- 
therans Marry’ (Implications of new 
ULCA statement on marriage and di- 
vorce). 

For information and help concern- 
ing L-O-Y-A-L (League of Young 
Adult Lutherans), write: Board of 
Parish Education, 1228 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia, Penna. 
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ere is a true story of the sea 


THE BALLAD OF THE MARY CELESTE 


She lay in the still of a tropic calm, 
Draped in the shrouds of the dead; 

Like dead men’s bones her yardarms creaked; 
The sun stood still overhead. 


Her planking steamed like the waters of hell, 
With the fires of hell above; 

The seagulls screamed for a breath of air; 
The heat inclosed like a glove. 


The crew, they cursed at the sky and sun, 
And even the rats in the hold 

Took time, as they crawled through the muck and bilge, 
To look at the sun and scold. 


The sweat of the men on their cheeks was hot. 
The sun laughed in mockery; 

Then the captain bellowed, “All right, my men, 
Stop work—take a swim in the sea.” 


The men left their posts and stripped to the skin, 
In that torturous atmosphere, 

And the rats in the bilge crawled out of the muck 
And watched them disappear. 


The captain, harked to the call of the waves 
And followed his men o’er side. 

And they left not a man to keep the watch, 
As the brigantine flowed with the tide. 


The captain and crew, ingrossed in a race, 
Were having such fun at their play, 

That they noticed not a sprightly breeze, 
Nor felt the lash of the spray. 
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The breeze turned into a rising wind 
A tropical wind from the west; 

It billowed the mainsail and spanked on the jib, 
And away slipped the “Mary Celeste.” 


The men stopped laughing. With all their might 
They struggled to get to her side, 

But the “Mary Celeste” had gone too far 
Out with the wind and the tide. 


Her prow cut the waves with the speed of a shark, 
And the men sank back in despair. 

They called and they shouted, but all in vain, 
For only the rats were there. 


Then the last of her mast went out of sight, 
And the sun went slowly down. 

The “Mary Celeste” sailed out in the night, 
Leaving her crew to drown. 


And from that day on she has sailed the seas 
Without captain or crew to guide; 

She has sailed through storms; she has sailed through calm 
With only the rats inside. 


How she weathers the seas and storms and gales, 
Where she comes from and where she will go, 
Is a story so weird and a story so strange 
That no one will ever know. 


At times the skipper of some little ship 
Has seen on his monthly run 

The hulk of a derelict out near the sky, 
Black in the setting sun. 


And he’s watched as the hull went slipping by 
And seen on the prow impressed 

Letters which spelled to his sea-trained eyes, 
The legend “Mary Celeste.” 


Ah many’s the captain and many’s the crew 
Who has heard about, or seen 

The hull of a ghost ship out near the sky, 
A derelict brigantine. 


She’s been seen off the shores of Zea-land 
In the Indian—off Bombay, 

On the route to Madagascar town, 
Adrift off far Typee. 


She’s been sighted off Tahiti, 
Beneath Manakura’s moon, 

She’s been seen in blue Hawaiian seas, 
And sailed near Pearl Lagoon. 


There are legends that say her captain and crew 
Came back to her shrouds to rest; 

That it may be the spirits of these lost men 
Are still sailing the “Mary Celeste.” 


The gulls have ceased to follow her, 
For her decks are warped and bare; 
The marks of men are long since gone, 

And only the rats are there. 


She comes in the dusk and she leaves in the dusk, 
A ghost ship out on the sea; 

And her log is one that will ever remain 
A legend mystery. 


And the sailors who watch this derelict glide 
Through wave and rolling swell, 

Never solve the tale of the “Mary Celeste,” 
For only the rats could tell. 


And the sun still beats on her rotting deck, 
And the winds still blow off her lea, 
And through paths unknown she sails alone, 
A ghost on the rolling sea. 
SUSAN WYATT 


Miss Wyatt is a college freshman and Luther Leaguer. 


I HAVE a good many appointments. 
4 Everybody has. Some people write 
theirs on calendars, on scratch pads, 
‘on little slips of paper. I note mine 
in a neat little book, with a black and 
gold leather cover. This little book is 
my constant and close companion. | 
might almost call it my friend; for it 
shares with me most of my experi- 
vences. It has a way of speaking to me, 
too; and whenever it speaks, it does 
so with friendly frankness: “Now, you 
see, you've forgotten that Mothers’ 
Day gift; and the stores are closed.” 
“You ought to be working on that 
‘report for the boss; it’s already past 
high time.” “Don’t forget the 
Smythe’s party next Thursday; they’ re 
important people, you know.” “Have 
you told the pastor about the new 
neighbors? They've been living here 
almost a month already.” 

Yes, I have things about the church 
in my little book, as well as other mat- 
ters. You see, I am a Christian. I’ve 
been baptized and confirmed. I’m a 
member of the church; you'll find my 
name on its rolls. I go to church, prob- 
ably as regularly as most members. I 
am active in one of our congregation’s 
societies. I support the church finan- 
cially, fairly generously I’d say. And 
now and then, when there’s something 
special to be done, I’m on hand to do 
my bit. I think I can honestly say 
that I’m a Christian. 

“Then, why don’t you be what you 
are ?”’ 

Who said that? There’s no one here 
with me. It surely could not have been 
my little companion. It has never 
spoken to me like that. 

“Why not? I’ve told you a good 
many things through the years, haven't 
I? And they've always been true, 


he, too, 


had appointments 
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haven’t they? Now, just look here at 
these next few weeks—sport practice, 
club meetings, dates, birthdays, re- 
ports, correspondence, and what not. 
Do you know—there are some awfully 
important things that you seldom 
think of noting, things that belong to 
being what you say you are, and what 
T'll willingly admit you are, a Chris- 
tian.” 

“But these things that I have down 
here are important.” I don’t quite 
know whether I was speaking to my- 
self or to my little friend. “I have 
my work to do. I must keep up my 
social contacts. I have a right—even 
a Christian has a right—to some ee 
ures. These things are im— — 

“Who said they aren't? Of course 
they are—important and _ perfectly 
proper. All I said is that there are 
some awfully important appointments 
that you seldom think of. You say you 
are a Christian. I have agreed—you 
are. Be what you arte.” 

“Be what you are.” It kept running 
through my mind. It would not let 
me go. 

“See here,” 
at my little book, 
about, anyway?” 

“Oh,” the mute little companion re- 
plied, “I’ve been comparing notes 
with another's appointment book; and 
it’s so different, so—.” 

“Whose ?” 

messin 

“Jesus’? What are you 
about? Jesus never had an—.” 

“Oh yes He did! Maybe not one 
of leather and paper like me; but 
He had one all right. Would you like 
to see some of His appointments? I 
found them in the Gospels. They're in- 
teresting—and instructive, too.” 


I said, looking straight 
“what's all this 


talking 
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Jesus’ appointment book? This was 
a new idea to me, brand new. It too 
kept running through my mind. 

So, not long after, I took up my 
Bible and did a little searching. I 
turned to the Gospels, with the ap- 
pointment book and be-what-you-are 
ideas still echoing within me. And I 
made some interesting discoveries— 
three of them, in fact. 


MY FIRST DISCOVERY 


M* first discovery was that Jesus 
had regular, constant, lifelong 
appointments with His divine Father. 
He began these when He was a mere 
boy—‘Wist ye not that I must be in 
that which is my Father’s.” And He 
continued them until the last moment 
of His life—‘Father, into thy hands 
I commend my spirit.” He had these 
appointments in the church and out- 
side the church, regularly. He had 
them mostly through the Word of 
God; for it is clear that He read, 
studied, learned, and lived in, the 
Word of God throughout His life. 
He was always referring to it, quoting 
it from memory—and always just the 
right passage for His immediate needs. 
Let me write down a few—only a 
few—of the sentences I came across 
in my reading: 
‘As his custom was, he went into the 
synagogue on the sabbath day.” 
“He went into a mountain apart to 
pray.” 

“He was praying in a certain place.” 

“He went, as he was, to the mount of 
Olives, and kneeled down, and 
prayed.” 

“He answered and said, It is written. 

. It is written again... . It is 

written.” 

“What is written in the law? How 


readest thou?” 
“Search the scriptures . . 
of me.” 
“Ye do err, not knowing the scrip- 
tures.” 


These will do, I think, to help me 
keep my discovery in mind, that Jesus 
had regular, lifelong appointments 
with God, in the church and out of 
it, through the Word of God. 

“Now, that’s precisely what I was 
talking about. Be what you are.” 

I looked at my little appointment 
book, but it didn’t seem to have said 
anything; it lay there perfectly still on 
my desk. But there was that be-what- 
you-are idea again. 

“What connection does that have 
with—? I have it! I have it!” I 

shouted within myself. “I am a Chris- 
tian—a follower of Jesus Christ, a be- 
liever in Him. I too must have ap- 
pointments with the Father—regularly, 
throughout life. And if I am to have 
them, I must have them through the 
Word of God. It is there that God can 
touch me, and I Him. I must know 
the Scriptures; and that will take reg- 
ular reading of them. I must store 
away precious passages and promises 
in my memory; then I will have them 
when I need them. I must have the 
Word in my heart; for it will then 
bring guidance and comfort and 
strength. And I must bring it from 
my heart to my lips—for a testimony 
to others. J see it now, little friend o’ 
mine; I, if I am to be what I already 
am, must have appointments with the 
living God through His living Word. 
‘And it must not be only now and 
then; regular, constant, lifelong it 
must be. I’m going to put that down. 
Here, little fellow, you’ve wanted this 
noted in you a long time: I have an 


. they testify 


appointment with God, daily, through 
His Word.” 

O God, Whose through Jesus Christ 
I am, graciously give me Thy Spirit, 
that by His power I may come to Thee, 
to commune with Thee. As I com- 
mune, Speak to me Thy redeeming 
Word through that which is written 
in the sacred Book. Enlighten my 
mind and heart that I may understand 
what I read. Let Thy truth find lodg- 
ment in my innermost soul; and let it 
there mold my character and the whole 
of my life. In every need bring to my 
remembrance that which Thou hast 
Spoken, that it may hold me, lead me, 
and make me what by Thy grace in 
Christ, my Lord, I already am, a true 
Christian. In Jesus’ Name. Amen. 


MY SECOND DISCOVERY 


DISCOVERED something else 

about Jesus’ appointments. It is 
that Jesus had daily, almost hourly, 
appointments with men to do them 
good. Mostly, it seems, He did not 
make them in advance; He made them 
on the spur of the moment, whenever 
He saw people in need, whenever He 
felt that He could be of help to them. 
If I were to copy them out, these ap- 
pointments, I guess I'd have to copy 
out most of the Gospels; for I found 
records of His living helpfully on al- 
most every page. But I'd better jot 
down a few to help me remember: 

‘IT must work the works of him that 
sent me.” 

“My meat is to do the will of him 
that sent me, and to finish his 
work.” 

“Suffer the little children to come unto 
me. ... And he blessed them.” 
A great multitude followed him, and 

he healed them all.” 
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“He was moved with compassion 
toward them, and he healed their 
Sick.” 

“And he took the seven loaves and the 
fishes, and gave thanks, and brake 
them, and gave to his disciples, 
and the disciples to the multitude; 
and they did all eat and were 
filled.” 

“Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.” 

“Neither do I condemn thee: go, and 
Sin no more.” 

“Let us go into the next towns, that I 
may preach there also; for there- 
fore came I forth.” 

Surely, it is more than clear that 
Jesus had numberless appointments 
with men to do them good. He was 
at it every day, sometimes from early 
morning till late at night, helping 
people who needed and wanted His 
help. He allowed even His quiet rest 
moments to be broken into, that He 
might leave a blessing upon others. He 
sometimes gave Himself to the point 
of exhaustion. He wanted to help; 
that’s what He was in the world for. 

“No, you needn’t suggest anything, 
my little companion,” I said, as I 
picked up my appointment book. “J 
see the relation. I must be this too, a 
helper of helpless humanity, if I am 
to be truly that which J am. It isn’t 
the big world-changing and society- 
reforming programs that I must be 
concetned with, either—unless I hap- 
pen to be a person of high public of- 
fice and responsibility; it 1s enough 
that I find opportunity wherever I 
happen to be, in my own home, across 
the street where that poor family lives, 
in my shop with my employees or my 
fellow workers or my bosses—any- 
where. Being a Christian isn’t only 
being a member and a worker and 
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a giver within the church; it is being, 
like Christ, a lover of men of all kinds, 
in all places, at all times. I think I 
remember something a great Christian 
soul once said: “Do all the good you 
can, in all the ways you can, to all 
the souls you can, in every place you 
can, with all the zeal you can, as long 
as ever you can.’ That's it. Little fel- 
low friend, let me put this down too: 


I have an appointment with my fellow 
men, daily, to live helpfully with them 
end for them.” 

O God, Whom through Jesus Christ 
I serve, graciously give me Thy Spirit, 
that by His power I may become daily 
more Christlike in compassion, in in- 
Sight, in understanding, in sensing 
needs, in willingness to help, im skill 
in helping, and in so living every mo- 
ment of every day that others may be 
blessed by the touch of my love and my 
life upon them. Let me not be ashamed 
to do the menial task; let me not be 
afraid to do the difficult task; let me 
not be slow to undertake the urgent 
task ; let me not be impatient with the 
task that promises no immediate fruit; 
let me seek neither credit nor reward 
for myself; let me seek only to serve 
Thee, to Thy glory, as Thou hast un- 
selfishly served me, to make me what 
by Thy grace alone I am, a Christian. 
In Jesus’ Name. Amen. 


MY THIRD DISCOVERY 


Aa I discovered one thing more. 
It is that Jesus had special ap- 
pointments, as often as He could, with 
souls that were lost—to woo them and 
win them back to God and His glori- 
ous kingdom. Whether people were 
important or unimportant, rich or 
poor, cultured or ignorant, good or 
bad, did not matter; He wanted them 


for God. He wanted all of them, every 

last and least one of them. The Gos- 

_pels are full of His appointments with 

the lost. Here are indications of a few 

of them—yjust so that I'll not forget 
this discovery of mine: 

“IT am not come to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance.” 

“The Son of man is come to save that 
which was lost.” 

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how often 
would I have gathered thy chil- 
dren.” 

“There was a... ruler of the Jews. 
The same came to Jesus by night.” 

“There cometh a woman of Samaria 
... Jesus saith unto her .. Who- 
soever drinketh of the water that 
I shall give him shall never thirst; 
but the water that I shall give him 
Shall be in him a well of water 

: Springing up into everlasting life.” 

“Many publicans and sinners came and 
sat down with him.... And when 
the Pharisees saw it, they said unto 
his disciples, Why eateth your 
Master with publicans and sinners? 
But when Jesus heard that, he said 
unto them, They that be whole 
need not a physician, but they that 
are sick...” 

“Zacchaeus, .. . today I must abide 
at thy house... . This day is sal- 
vation come to this house.” 

“The Son of man came... to give 
his life a ransom for many.” 

“So must the Son of man be lifted 
up: that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have 
eternal life... . For God sent not 
his Son into the world to condemn 
the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved.’ 


My Lord had special appointments 
with lost souls, to save them—yes. He 


was out to win them for His Father. 
And it led Him at last to a little hill 
on which stood a cross. There He had 
His last appointment with a lost soul, 
and it ended with ‘Today thou shalt 
be with me in Paradise.” 

“And now, my little companion, let 
me give you this last note to help me 
remember: I have an appointment 
with God’s lost children, my lost 
brothers and sisters, wherever I may 
find them, whatever their station or 
condition, to woo them and win them 
for my heavently Father.” 

O God, unto Whose Kingdom I 
have been saved through the atoning 
death of Jesus Christ my Lord, graci- 
ously give me Thy Spirit, that by His 
power I may be to lost souls a witness 
of Thy redeeming love. Help me to 
realize what it will mean to them to 
be lost. Help me to realize what it will 
mean to them to be saved. Help me to 
realize what it will mean to Thee to 
lose them. Help me to realize what it 
will mean to Thee to have them saved. 
And then give me, I pray Thee, the 
boldness, and the wisdom, and the fit- 
ting word, to bring to them with 
effective power the saving message of 
the gospel. And grant, dear Lord, that 
through me some souls may be won 
for Thy kingdom. And Thine be the 
glory and the power and the kingdom, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


| HAVE AN APPOINTMENT: 


WirH Gop—to hear and heed His 
Word 

WitH MeN—to help them in their 
daily needs 

WITH THE LOsT—to show them the 
way to salvation 

O God, help me to keep it. For 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
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JOHN SCHMIDT 


“When all things are shaken, when 
familiar ee ae are blotted out, GO, THEREFORE 
when war and tumult engulf us, when 
all human pride and pretensions are 
humbled, we proclaim anew the hid- 
den reign of our crucified and as- 
cended Lord.” So reads the courageous 
statement of the Church’s missionary 
leaders at Willingen (1952). “We 
summon all Christians to come forth . 
from the securities which are no more 4S VOUT heart 
secure and from boundaries of ac- : 
cepted duty too narrow for the Lord 25,000 miles 
of all the earth, and to go forth with jy circumference? 
fresh assurance to the task of bringing 
all things into captivity to Him, and 
of preparing the whole earth for the 
day of His Coming.” 
This is reminiscent of the great 
assertion of St. Paul, that there are 
only two times when Christians should 
witness to men concerning their faith 
in Jesus—‘in season” and “‘out of sea- 
son’’—when it is convenient and when 
it is not convenient. 
The world mission to which Christ 
calls us is urgent, in some measure 
because of this present worldwide con- 
fusion and distress, but to a much 
larger part because of the nature of 
the Gospel itself. 


We Have to Run 


A jet pilot tells me that he was 
high over Nebraska just as people 
were going to church and he was 
back at his base in Ohio having dinner 
with his family at noon. Planes and 
guided rockets have exceeded the speed 
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of sound so often that our newspapers 
no longer trouble to report the fact. 
This is the world in which we live. 
And yet, there are some people— 
within our churches, too—who are as 
provincial in their ideas and actions 
as though they lived in an era in 
which it takes two months to cross 
the Atlantic. They are tragically out 
of date—a menace just as an ox-cart 
would be on a Long Island expressway. 


A novelist described a Czarist gen- 
eral, just prior to the first World War, 
as being ‘‘a most unusual person .. . 
who has his body in the twentieth 
century and his head in the nine- 
teenth.” Unfortunately, the species is 
not yet extinct. 

In 1939, Prime Minister Neville 
Chamberlain defended his ‘‘sell-out”’ 
of the Czechs to the Nazis by speak- 
ing casually of “‘Czechoslavakia, a 
country about which we know noth- 
ing.” A little later equally small minds 
in France cried out, “Who wants to 
die for Danzig?’ I even heard the 
president of one of our Lutheran col- 
leges say at that time, “Let Europe 
stew in its own juice; we will have no 
part in it.” They and countless others 
learned, in the costly school of experi- 
ence, that no man can afford to think 
so provincially. This truth of political 
life is even more significant in the 
world of religion. Unless your heart 
and mind are 25,000 miles in circum- 
ference, they are too small. 

There is at least some justification 
for the “lag” we see so frequently: 
things are moving at a terrific rate of 
speed! The invention of the wheel is 
generally considered to have been the 
first step toward civilization. Yet, in 
Africa, the first wheels some people 
ever saw wete on the landing gears 
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of airplanes! Recently a woman, newly 
arrived in a town of New Guinea, 
startled reporters by her excitement at 
seeing a train, the first of her experi- 
ence. When she was asked how she 
had gotten there from her isolated 
home village, she replied matter-of- 
factly, “I flew in an airplane.” 


Little wonder that Prime Minister 
Nehru of India should describe his an- 
cient land, so newly arrived at inde- 
pendence, in the words, “Time has 
passed by and we have not kept pace 
with it. And so we have suddenly 
arrived at a stage where we have to 
run—walking is not enough—and in 
running we stumble and fall and we 
try to get up again.” Many in the 
Christian Church are stumbling, too. 
That may be embarrassing or even 
painful, but what really matters is that 
we know that in such a world as this 
we must run. 


Total Mobilization 


In its early centuries Christianity 
faced—and conquered—such power- 
ful rivals as the mystery cults of 
Mythras, Osiris, and Cybele. Today it 
must face the challenge of such con- 
fident rival faiths as a rejuvenated 
Islam, bent upon raising the crescent 
banner over all Africa; a Hinduism 
that shares in the heady wine of In- 
dia’s new power; and a Buddhism that 
has regained the missionary zeal of its 
early youth. Even more powerful are 
the “this-worldly” religions of Marx- 
ist Communism and of Western ma- 


Dr. John Schmidt is pastor of In- 
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erialism. Not in centuries has our 
faith been subjected to such a test. 
Whether the Church will again tri- 
mph over its worldly rivals depends, 
under God, upon our energetic par- 
ticipation in its world mission. 

Christians should be under no illu- 
sions. This is no day for wishful 
‘dreaming, for “business as usual.” 
‘This is war, a war that calls for total 
mobilization of all our resources. 

From the viewpoint of our religion, 
much of the world is a huge vacuum. 
Something must fill it; something wll 
fill it. Either we who believe in Jesus 
Christ will insert Him into this “God- 
shaped space”’ that is in man, or others 
will stuff in their false gods and 
terrible ideologies. And the decision is 
being made now. 

If you have ever heard the plain- 
tive, yet joyful music of the Finnish 
folk melody, you will never forget 
the words, 


Lost in the night doth the heathen yet 
languish, 

Longing for morning the darkness to 
vanquish, 

Plaintively heaving a sigh full of anguish, 

Oh! Christ is coming soon. 


Sorrowing brother in darkness yet dwelling, 
Dawned has the day of a radiance excelling, 
Death’s dreaded darkness forever dispelling, 
Lo, Christ is coming soon. 


Light o’er the land of the heathen is 
beaming, 

Rivers of life through its 
Streaming, 

Millions yet sigh for the Savior redeeming, 

He is coming soon. 


deserts are 


Must he be vainly awaiting the morrow? 

Shall we, no light and no comfort him 
borrow? 

Giving no heed to his burden of sorrow: 

Oh, will not day come soon? 


Quite apart from all considerations 
like these however, “we face a hu- 
manity too precious to neglect; we 
know a remedy for the ills of the 
world too wonderful to withhold; we 
have a Christ who is too glorious to 
hide; we have an adventure that is 
too thrilling to miss’’ (as G.B. Howard 
once said). The ultimate urgency of 
the Church’s mission lies in the na- 
ture of the Gospel itself. 

“What do you think about mis- 
sions?” is only a modern form of a 
much older question, ‘“What do you 
think of the Christ?” (Matthew 22: 
42). If He is all that the New Testa- 
ment asserts and the century-long wit- 
ness of the Church proclaims, then 
missions is both an inevitable and ur- 
gent fact. For if Jesus is, in sober 
fact, the man in whom “the whole 
fullness of deity bodily’ dwelt (Co- 
lossians 2:9), if He had the right 
to say, “I am the way and the truth 
and the life; no one comes to the 
Father but by Me’ (John 14:6), then 
we have no alternative but to urge all 
men to give to Him the full authority 
of their lives. 

Apart from Him there is only dark- 
ness and emptiness, whether men live 
in “Gold Coast’ apartments along 
Lake Michigan or sleep on the stones 
of Calcuttas streets. This terrible judg- 
ment on all men whatever their cul- 
ture, education, wealth, or nation, is 
an inseparable part of the Biblical 
message. Look at its most glorious 
single verse that tells of the measure- 
less greatness of God’s love and His 
yearning for man’s salvation, and you 
find the somber word “‘perish” (John 
3:16). 

What do you think of Christ and 
of man’s need for Him? The only 
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believable answer is the one given by 
your life and obedience. 


The Whole Man 
When Marlen E. Pew, then the 
editor of ‘Editor and Publisher,” 
toured the streets of an Asian city, 
he wrote, 


Tonight a sight has seared my eyes, 
On Bombay's reeking pavement stones 
Sheeted bundles of skin and bones, 
Ten thousand ghostly humans lie... 


a” 


For years the story of sights like 
that were used to pull money from the 
reluctant pockets of churchmen. They 
were true. Today, they could be dupli- 
cated from many areas of the globe. 
Such an appeal had a very real justifi- 
cation. We who know that God created 
and loves man—all men—and who 
intends the whole of every man for 
eternal fellowship with Himself, 
would not dare pass any human tragedy 
unconcernedly. 

Even if, for a moment, the vision 
of that love should be dimmed by 
our selfishness, we would be forced 
to stop by the recollection of our 
Lord’s condemnation of the “‘religi- 
ous” men who “passed by on the other 
side’” when there was a needy traveller 
by the roadside (Luke 10: 29-37). 
Nor could we ignore the cutting ques- 
tion of the beloved disciple: “But if 
anyone has the world’s goods and sees 
his brother in need, yet closes his heart 
against him, how does God’s love 
abide in him?” (I John 3:17). Chris- 
tian missions would not be Christian 
if they did not include hospitals, 
schools for the blind, orphanages, etc. 
So, in our present world, Lutheran 
World Action is a vital part of our 
total missionary response. 

Yet, insisting on this as we must, 
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it is still true that this often-used ap- 
peal is only partially adequate. It sug- 
gests that our Christian concern 1s 
primarily with the bodies of men. This 
would imply, in turn, that we need 
not feel concern for the welfare of 
men who are well-fed, well-clothed, 
and well-housed. Both of these impli- 
cations must be vigorously rejected. 


God—and therefore His children— 
is concerned about the whole man, 
and not merely about the soul-part or 
the body-part of him. To ignore either 
portion of man’s nature is to separate 
what God has joined eternally togeth- 
er. It is not true that man’s needs are 
solely external. 

Do you recall the inspired injection 
of the Salvation Army member when a 
Red speaker in Hyde Park claimed, 
“Socialism will put a new coat on 
every man.’ The Christian said quick- 
ly, “Christ will do better than that; 
He will put a new man in every coat.” 
Exactly! The prosperous American and 
the well-bred Briton need that miracle 
as much as the most ignorant coolie 
or a naked pigmy. This Gospel is for 
all men. 

It is unfortunate that many well- 
meaning people are confused at this 
point. A reviewer in The Christian 
Century wrote recently: “Cynthia 
Bowles was fifteen when she went to 
India with her ambassador father . . . 
She was brought into close contact 
with the work of Christian missions, 
and was surprised and delighted to 
find missionaries who were working 
more on social improvements than on 
religious changes. Miss Bowles might 
be described as a convert to Christian 
missions . . . That would resemble 
complimenting a hospital because it 
gave its patients no treatment, but 


‘made them comfortable while they 
died of a curable disease. Surely our 
‘Lord would still say, “These you ought 
to have done without neglecting the 
others’ (Luke 11:42), and ‘What 
does it profit a man to gain the whole 
world and forfeit his life? For what 
can man give in return for his life?” 
(Mark 8: 36-37). 


Go, therefore... 


It should never be forgotten that 
the Christian religion is wholly de- 
pendent upon a continuing program 
of evangelism. If it were to cease tell- 
ing men the glorious Good News, our 
religion would vanish. The reason is 
that Christianity does not root in man’s 
religious intuition or insight, nor is 
it the fruit of his philosophical specu- 
- lation—a religious genius of the He- 
brew people that paralleled the ar- 
tistic genius of the Greek and the gov- 
ernmental genius of Rome. The Chris- 
tian religion roots in the revelation 
that God of His own nature and will, 
gave through patriarchs, law-givers, 
prophets, poets, kings, and finally and 
supremely, in His Son (Cp. Hebrews 
2) 

It depends, therefore, upon the 
willingness and ability of one genera- 
tion to transmit this Word of revela- 
tion to another—of those who have 
heard to speak to those who sit in 
darkness. It is a sobering fact to realize 
that, humanly speaking, Christianity 
lives but a single generation at a time. 

That is why we are compelled, by 
the very nature of the Gospel, to take 
this missionary assignment with full 
‘seriousness. A casual acquamtance in 
a Pullman once asked the head of a 
great manufacturing company, “I don’t 
understand why you spend so many 


thousands of dollars to advertise a 
product that everyone already knows. 
Isn’t that a waste?” ‘““No waste at all,” 
came the ready answer. “How long 
would this train keep on going, if the 
engineer were to take off the engine?” 
Missions is the continuing, never-end- 
ing job of the Church. Without it, the 
Church’s life would end. 

The Church loses her own life when 
it retreats into a catacomb. Its task is 
not to preserve as best it can some 
remnant of its being, but to be the 
yeast in human society. Yeast, of 
course, can function only when it is 
implanted in flour. Separated, both 
yeast and flour are useless. Christians 
are not called to a selfish struggle for 
existence, but to a selfless struggle to 
shate. They are seed, planted in the 
earth by the Master. The seeds either 
bud or rot. 

Walter R. Bowie has called atten- 
tion to a once-great-city whose ruins 
have recently been uncovered in North 
Africa. It was Leptis Magna, the birth- 
place of one of the Roman emperors 
and once a major port from which the 
ships of war and commerce sailed. One 
day the city vanished. The cause was 
undramatic. No foreign army levelled 
its walls, nor were they broken down 
by earthquake. The city’s disaster came 
from the fact that its fine harbar was 
permitted to be blocked by silt. Thus 
its commerce with the outer world was 
destroyed. Gradually its citizens aban- 
doned it and the desert sands gained 
the upper hand. 

That tragedy has been repeated in 
human lives, and in the lives of 
churches. If the harbors of our sym- 
pathy and helpfulness are choked shut 
by the silt of indifference, we soon 
die and the desert sands cover us. We 
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are safe ourselves, only so long as our 
harbors are open to the traffic of the 
world. A Church without a vital aware- 
ness of its world mission is, or soon 
will be, a dead Church. The fate of 
Christendom in the once-Christian 
areas of the Near East and North 
Africa should serve as a warning to us. 

Christian compulsion is something 
other than a fear of evil consequences. 
It is rather the compulsion that Kag- 
awa tells of. He was a young man, 
not yet a Christian, and determined to 
taste all the pleasures of life to the 
full. Then he was taken seriously ill 
and lay alone in his room, forsaken 
by all his fair-weather friends. One 
day, there came a knock at his door 
and a voice asked permission to enter. 
But Kagawa warned, “Don’t come in; 
my disease is contagious.’ The door 
opened and a stranger said gently, 
“My religion is contagious, too, so let 
me help.” Such a life-giving contagion 
1s the hope of the world. 

Someone saw the famed statue of 
“Chinese’”’ Gordon at Khartoum, with 
its face turned toward the unknown 
areas of what was then “the dark con- 
tinent.’” Remembering Gordon’s pas- 
sion for Christ, he put words into the 
hero’s mouth, 


“The string of camels come in single file, 
Bearing their burdens o'er the desert sand; 
Swiftly the boats go plying on the Nile, 
The needs of men are met on every hand. 

But still I wait 
For the messenger 
cometh late. 


of God who 


I see the cloud of dust rise in the plain, 
The measured tread of troops falls on my 
ear; 
The soldier comes the Empire to maintain, 
Bringing the pomp of war, the reign of 
fear. 
But still I wait 
The messenger of Peace, he cometh 
late.” 


One of the memorable and tragic 
words of World War II is, “Too little 
and too late.” Will that be the epitaph 
history must write over the ruins of 
Western Christianity ? Or will we—at 
long, long last—set ourselves to ade- 
quate obedience to our Lord’s mission ? 

It may be costly, for the pathway 
of the Church’s triumph is studded 
with the graces of martyrs. After all, 
it began at a Cross. But that fact has 
not frightened away those who know 
Him Who conquered the grave. Like 
the young missionary on a tramp 
steamer going along the steamy Afri- 
can coast to his field of service. The 
captain found him attractive and 
sought to warn him. “Don’t you 
know,” he said, ‘that this coast is the 
burial ground for white men? You'll 
not be here two years before you'll 
sicken and die.”’ But the calm and con- 
fident answer came, “I’m not afraid; 
you see, I died before I left London.” 

“He that loseth his life for my 
sake, the same shall find it” (Matthew 
10:39)."Go therefore and make dis- 
ciples of all nations ... and lo, I am 
with you always, to the close of the 
age’ (Matthew 28: 19-20). 


@ It’s difficult for men of different nations to work shoulder to shoulder when they 
carry a chip on one and a gun on the other.—Adrian Anderson 
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advance by retreating 


SIN EYER have I seen any group 
of young people sit down and 
do so much serious and deep thinking 
about life and religion. I have at- 
tended district rallies, state and na- 
tional conventions; yet nothing I have 
seen has been as valuable as this. 
When these young people sat down 
in a small group with good leaders, 
their spiritual lives were built not 
_ brick by brick but sections at a time.” 
These are the words of a Wisconsin 
pastor. The event he is describing is 
a week-end youth RETREAT. 


During the fall of 1956, the Lu- 
ther League of America, through its 
Evangelism Committee, conducted a 
series of experimental youth retreats. 
The results amazed those who par- 
ticipated. Pastors and youth alike were 
grateful for the chance to do some 
deep thinking about the meaning of 
their life and their religion. One group 
of young people said, ‘‘Let’s have an- 
other one next week.” One young 
man, just out of high school and work- 
ing in a factory, commented, “I never 
used to be much for deep thinking, 
but next time you have one, count me 
in. I wouldn’t miss it for anything!” 

What is a retreat ? 

A retreat is a sincere effort to en- 
rich the spiritual life of those who 
attend. This is done through study and 
discussion, worship and meditation, 
and quiet, deep thinking. It is a chance 


RETREAT 


for young people to consider their re- 
ligious faith as they have never 
thought about it before. Retreats are 
primarily concerned with “the heart” 
and the deep motivations of life. They 
can do much to mold the lives of 
young people and bring them into a 
closer relationship with their God. 


Retreats are not concerned with at- 
tracting large numbers. Even the 
smallest group can have one. Success- 
ful retreats with as few as nine par- 
ticipants have been reported. In fact, 
a small group offers many advantages. 
It leads to a greater feeling of “one- 
ness,’ and it produces an atmosphere 
in which more and better discussion 
will result. 


A retreat is not a week-end camp or 
a big outdoor party. In many parts of 
the continent “‘retreats’’ are held which 
are nothing more than short camps. 
Their programs consist of a few 
“classes,” a worship service or two, 
and a lot of recreation. Such events are 
not retreats. A retreat may be held 
at a camp or a summer resort, but its 
purpose and program is far different 
from that of a camp. 


continued on page 38 
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continued from page 37 

Neither is a retreat a “workshop.” 
Many groups hold ‘Officers’ Retreats,” 
but most such meetings are to edu- 
cate leaders about their offices and 
duties. They are not retreats. 


What goes on? 


Exactly what goes on at a retreat? 
One group left from their church on 
a Friday evening and went to a sum- 
mer camp about 50 miles away. Be- 
cause it was early fall and after the 
regular camping season, they were able 
to rent the camp at a reasonable rate. 
After getting settled at the camp, they 
assembled and heard a pastor from 
another church speak on the theme, 
“Who Is Christ?” After he was 
through, they asked him questions and 
began talking about what he had said. 
Before they knew it, more than an 
hour of discussion had passed and it 
was time to have a hymn-sing around 
the huge indoor fireplace. Following 
the singing and a brief devotional 
service, they were ready for bed. 

Saturday was spent in much the 
same way with time out in the after- 
noon for a hike. The retreats talked 
about the subjects of “What Does 
Christ Expect of His Church?” and 
“What Does Christ Expect of Me?” 
They could hardly realize that it was 
evening, the day had passed so quick- 
ly. When it was time to return home, 
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all gathered for a final worship service. 

Some people say that retreats are 
“too deep” for youth. But we don’t 
think so. For there are many young 
people today who are looking for 
something “‘deep’’ in life. A retreat 
offers spiritual depth and motivation 
which cannot be found in the hectic, 
action-filled life of the normal young 
person. 


How about you? 


Are you interested in having a re- 
treat in your congregation? We hope 
so. If you are, here are factors which 
contribute much to the success. 

A sincere and interested group of 
young people; in most cases not 
younger than senior high age. 

Capable leadership, including pas- 
tors from congregations not partici- 
pating in the retreat. 

Complete planning and preparation. 

A good location. 

A small group. 

The Luther League of America has 
prepared a directive on holding re- 
treats for youth. It contains much val- 
uable information about planning and 
carrying out a retreat. A theme and 
a complete program schedule, includ- 
ing resources guides for presentations, 
is included in this directive. You may 
have this guide free by writing the 
Luther League of America, 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7. 
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AIDS 


church service 


for busy girls 


The Church has provided certain 
avenues through which men and 
women can serve: fulltime, lifetime 
vocations as pastors, missionaries, or 
deaconesses—fulltime employment as 
lay church workers without a lifetime 
commitment—part-time opportunities 
for volunteers who will give a few 
hours or days each week, a weekend, 
or a summer in special projects. 

The Board of Deaconess Work has 
been concerned increasingly about the 
tasks not accomplished. It has long 
known of young women who wished 
to serve more than a part-time, but who 
could not commit themselves to a life 
of service. Therefore, the Board has 
launched a program whereby women 
may devote one year of life in vol- 
unteer service as Associates in Dea- 
coness Service (AIDS). 


WHO? 

Who can serve as AIDS? 

Stenographers, nurses, office assis- 
tants, teachers, youth workers, music 
assistants, case aides, and a host of 
other workers. They must be at least 
21 years old, in good physical and 
mental health, emotionally mature, so- 
cially adaptable, and ready to serve. 


Who will use their services? 

Pastors, administrators, personnel, 
little children, aging men and women, 
the sick, the weary, the over-worked. 
Parishes will seek them—institutions 
will call them—agencies will want 
them. 


HOW? 
How do AIDS prepare for their 
work? 
A three-week period of orientation 


will be provided immediately prior to 
their diaconic year. There will be no 
time nor provision for learning new 
skills; AIDS bring with them skills 
they have already gained through edu- 
cation and experience. A brief on-the- 
job training will assist them to apply 
their skills in the new situation. 


How will AIDS support themselves? 

AIDS will receive complete main- 
tenance. Transportation costs to the 
Orientation site, to the agency, and 
home at the end of the year will be 
provided. An additional allowance will 
be given. 


WHEN? 
When will the first Diaconic Year 
begin? 
The first orientation period will be- 
gin in the late spring or early sum- 
mer of 1957. 


When will other groups be accepted? 


Orientation periods will be held 
each time a group of fifteen or more 
women has indicated readiness to 
serve. 


Newberry College 


is a home away from home 
where friendly attention is given each 
individual student 


is a fully accredited senior 
college of The United Lutheran Church 


Write: 
| President, Newberry College, Drawer 425 


Newberry, South Carolina 


WHERE? 
Where will the AIDS serve? 
Aids will participate in determining 
their place of service, in accordance 
with their skills, and with careful con- 


sideration of the urgency of the needs 
of the Church. 


THEN? 
Then when the year has ended, what 
next? 

Each AID will leave her place of 
service. She will decide what she wants 
to do next—some will return to their 
former places of employment—some 
will marry—others will pursue fur- 
ther education. Some may find the 
challenge of Church service so satisfy- 
ing that they will seek to prepare them- 
selves for a fulltime, lifetime career in 
the Church. Each will bring to her 
new situation an enriched vision and 
a knowledge of the joys of dedication 
of her time and skills. 

The need for willing servants in 
Christ’s Church is always great. The 
number of workers is never suf- 


ficient. 
Pye | 
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PE RSO N To THE LEADER: 


This topic is written as a complete pro- 
gram for Luther Leaguers. Step by step 
if O it will attempt to tell the Leaguer how to 
develop it. The aims of this topic are 
three-fold: (1) to try to convey what 
P i= RSO N worship is; (2) to try to give the group 
4 good worship experience; (3) to sug- 
gest techniques and resources for planning 
worship services. The topic is based on 
the TV program “Person to Person’. The 
worship blends into the topic, so all details 
must be taken care of well in advance. 


a complete program SETTING: 
Lights are turned off and a spotlight is 


about worship turned on the fellow taking the part of Ed. 
Morrow. As the dialogue changes from 
one person to another, the spot will follow, 
simulating the changing of scenes on a TV 
screen. The spot should be on Betty and 
Bob most of the time but occasionally can 
change to Ed. If two lights are available, 


by VELMA POMRENKE it would be easier to spot the scenes. 


Ep. L. Morrow: Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. Tonight we 


are going to take you to take you to the home of two very fine young people 
in a small town. Their names are Bob and Betty Daniels. Bob and Betty 
are typical teen-agers, in a good number of activities at school and also 
very much interested in their young people’s organization called the inter- 
mediate Luther League. (Spotlight shifts to the two young people sitting 
in comfortable chairs.) Good evening, Bob and Betty. 

Bos and Berry: Good evening, Mr. Morrow. 

Ep: Well, I see I have caught you two at home this evening. 

Betty: Not for long, Mr. Morrow. 

Ep: Like all young people nowadays, you're into a lot of things. What 
are some of your activities ? 

Bos: Well, Mr. Morrow, I like to play football. That takes up quite 
a bit of time. I’m also on the student council at school. 

Betty: And don’t forget Luther League. That takes up a lot of our 
time, too. 

Ep: That’s what I wanted to ask you about. With all these other activi- 
ties, how do you find time for Luther League? 
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Bos: Well, Mr. Morrow, I guess it’s a matter of making time to do 
the things you think are important. To us, Luther League is important 
because we get so much out of it. As a matter of fact, we are going to a 
Luther League meeting tonight. 

Ep: What will you be doing at this meeting? 

Betty: We're looking forward to a very interesting time. The kids 
are putting on a skit called “How Can I Feel The Presence of God?” 
Bob and I are responsible for the worship. 

Ep: That certainly does sound interesting. But what’s this about worship ? 
What is worship anyway ? 

Bos: Well, Mr. Morrow, that’s what we'll be talking about tonight— 
but it seems to me that worship is coming face to face with God. It’s 
almost like you’re doing tonight. You come into our home to visit. When 
we worship, we come into God’s presence. Of course, it’s more then just 
a visit—it’s a time when we think about how wonderful God is. 

Betty: And it’s a time when we can tell God about our problems 
and ask His help. 

Ep: I suppose you could say that instead of it being “person to person,” 
worship is really “person to God.” But tell me, do you always feel like 
you're in the presence of God when you worship? 

Bos: Not always, Mr. Morrow. Sometimes there are distractions that 
make you forget you are in the presence of God, like somebody not know- 
ing how to pronounce the words in the Scripture. Or the fellow who's 
supposed to be leading the worship, madly scrambling through the book 
looking for another hymn. That's why we think it’s so important to 
plan worship services well. 

Ep: How do you go about this planning ? 

Betty: We knew what the topic was going to be tonight, Mr. Morrow, 
so our worship is going to be on the same theme—feeling the presence 
of God. It’s almost time for the meeting, so why don’t you join us? 
you can worship with us and then we can talk about it afterwards. 

Ep: I would like that very much. Why don’t you go ahead and I'll 
join you there. ( Light changes to the group and the worship center, 
which can be a table with flowers and a Bible, or cross and candles. It 
should be neat and attractive. Leaguers should have Christian Youth 
Hymnals before the meeting begins. Bob takes his place in front of the 
group and leads in the worship. Various people should take part in 
the service.) 

Call to Worship: Psalm 95:6,7 

Hymn: “Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee” 60 CYH 
Scripture Psalm: 84:1-4, 10-12 

Story: (read by Betty) CAN WE SEE GOD ?* 

“Can anyone see God?” a boy once asked his father. He had heard 
some men at the store talking about Him, and he wanted to know the 
answer—oh! so very much. 


“No,” answered the father. The boy was timid, very timid. He said 
no more, but wandered away down the path toward the woods, thinking. 
He came at last to the river's edge and sat there and pondered the ques- 
tion over and over. There were trees and birds all around him, and, as 
he sat still, he watched the birds build their nests. Other days he came 
to the same spot and saw them train their young. Often he looked up at 
the sky through the leafy branches, longing to see God. 

One day a noted teacher came to dinner. The boy could hardly wait 
to have a private talk with him. At last the opportunity came, but the 
great man answered his question by saying that God is a Spirit and that 
no one can see Him. The boy went out, deeply disappointed. How much 
he wanted to’see God! 

Time passed and one day he met an old fisherman. They went down 
to the river edge to fish together and soon a real friendship grew up 
between them. The boy’s father learned of this new friendship and 
called the boy to ask about his new friend. 

“Is he a good man?” asked the father. 

“T like him,” was the boy’s reply. 

“What does he talk about?” the father wanted to know. 

“Well,” said the boy, “he doesn’t talk very much, but I'll tell you 
how he acts. Yesterday evening we had quit fishing and were drifting 
down the river. The sun was setting and the sky was pretty and red. | 
looked at him and saw tears in his eyes as he was looking at the sky, 
anda, oct 

“That will be all right,” said the father. “I guess you're safe with him.” 

The next evening the boy and the old fisherman were again drifting 
down the river. And again the glory of the setting sun was shining 
through the trees and reflecting a rosy path on the river. The tears were 
once more in the old fisherman’s eyes as he reverently gazed westward. 
Timidly, the boy reached over and touched the arm of his companion. 
The old man did not turn his head but kept looking toward the beauty 
of the sunset. 

“Can you see God?” the boy ventured. There was no answer. Very 
gently, but very persistently, the boy pulled the old man’s sleeve. ‘Please 
tell me, won’t you? Can anyone see God?” : 

The boy waited breathlessly. Finally the old man turned a tear stained 
face toward the boy and said tenderly, “Son, it’s getting so I can’t see 
anything else.” ; 

The boy, gazing into the transfigured face, heard the old fisherman’s 
words and was satisfied. 

_ Poem: 


I had walked life's way with an easy tread, 
Had followed where comforts and pleasures led, 
Until one day in a quiet place, 

I met the Master face to face. 
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With station and rank and wealth for my goal, 
Much thought for my body but none for my soul, 
I had entered to win in life’s mad race; 

When I met the Master, face to face. 


I met Him and knew Him and blushed to see 
That His eyes full of sorrow were fixed on me; 
I faltered and fell at His feet that day, 

While my castles melted and vanished away. 


Melted and vanished, and in their place 
Not else did I see but the Master's face. 
And I cried aloud, “Oh, make me meet 


To follow the steps of Thy wounded feet!” 


My thought is now for the souls of men, 
I have lost my life to find it again, 

E’er since one day in a quiet place, 

I met the Master face to face. 


Offering: (A hymn may be played softly while offering is received.) 
Prayer (In unison) No. 17, p. 364, CYH 

(A moment of silence and the spot shifts back to Ed. L. Morrow. Bob 
and Betty remain with the group.) 

Ep: That was a very fine worship service. Is it like this every Sunday ? 

Bos: Oh no, Mr. Morrow. Young people like variety—they like to 
have things that are different—that makes it so much more interesting. 
Sometimes, instead of singing the hymn the way we usually do, we read 
the words together. 

BETTy: Sometimes we use a speech choir for reading the Scripture—or 
for prayer we might use guided prayer—or read the words of a prayer 
hymn together—or use a litany, you know, where the leader gives a 
prayer and the kids respond with “We give thee thanks, O Lord”, or 
something like that. There are umpteen different things you can do. 

Ep: I can see where your league isn’t going to get into a rut. Now 
tell me, how did you go about planning this service ? 

BEtty: Well, Mr. Morrow, we knew a long time ago that we would 
have to do this. We also knew what the topic was going to be, so the 
first thing we did was pick a theme—and the logical one seemed to be 
“the presence of God.” In looking for a hymn we found the words of 
“Jesus, The Very Thought of Thee” just hit the spot. 

Bos: When we started to look for a suitable Bible passage, Mr. Mor- 
row, we used our trusty Christian Youth Hymnal. This is our good right 
hand man in planning worship services. At the back of the book, on page 
406 there is a list of topics. We looked under worship and there we 


found Psalm 84—longing for the worship of God. That was for us. 
(Bob illustrates with the CYH as he talks.) 

Betty: We found the story in a book of worship services called Youth 
Looking To Jesus. We find it has a lot of good stories and worship helps 
in it. The poem was in there too. There are some other good books on 
worship, too. 

Bos: Our CYH came in handy again when we looked for a prayer. 
Starting on page 361 are a number of prayers that can be used at differ- 
ent times. We found the one on page 364 filled our bull beautifully. 
Sometimes when we can’t find exactly what we want, we write our own 
prayer. 

Ep: I noticed you had someone else give the Call to Worship and 
another fellow read the Scripture. Why did you do that, Bob? 

Bos: Well, Mr. Morrow, I think it’s good for more then just one 
person to have something to do. All the kids should have a chance some- 
time or another to have at least a part in leading devotions. Of course, 
they have to know in plenty of time what they are supposed to du. 

Ep: I noticed you used a worship center. Is it always like that? 

Bos: No, Mr. Morrow, sometimes we work out a worship service 
around a picture. You can use a slide projected on a screen for this. If 
we're out of doors, of course the beauty of nature becomes our worship 
center. 

Ep: Have you any suggestions for those who have to lead worship, 
Betty ? 

ae Two things, Mr. Morrow. One—be sure you're ready and 
know what you're going to do. Two—because you're the leader, you must 
be worshipful and reverent if you expect the kids to do the same. 

Ep: Bob and Betty, keep up the good work. I’m sure that other fellows 
and gals have learned something from you tonight. When their turn 
comes to prepare and lead a worship service, they'll have something of 
the know-how of it. Thank you again and good night. 

Bos and Betty: Thank you, Mr. Morrow. Good night. 


here’s a sample chart for planning League meetings 


DATE TOPIC DEVOTIONS PUBLICITY RECREATION 
Jan. 6 New Year’s 
Resolutions Lois Kehrli Bonnie Roth AI Straubel 
—Sally Moore 
Jan. 13 Church ina John Stachel Paul Klein Jack Jones 


Chicken Coop 
—Jean Juel 
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TRY THIS FOR SIZE 


HOW DO | MEASURE UP? 


GOOD NOT SO GOOD 

| know well ahead of time 
when it is my turn to pre- 
pare or lead a worship serv- 
ice. 

| plan my worship services 
around a theme or main 
thought. 

| try to use stories, prayers, etc. 
that the kids will be able 
to understand. 

| try to use things that are dif- 
ferent so that we don’t have 
the same kind of thing each 
time. 

If other kids have parts, | tell 
them before the night of the 
meeting. 

When | lead a worship service, 
| try to worship and be rev- 
erent too. 


*Anne H. Rankin in Youth Looking to 
Jesus by Hoyt & Dabney. Coypright, 1954, 
by John Knox Press, Richmond, Virginia. 


Sister Velma Pomrenke is parish 


deaconess at St. Paul’s Lutheran, Tea- 


, neck, New Jersey. 
Used by permission. 


ian 


They were giving away balloons at a local store and the place was 
crowded with children, each anxious to receive one. As one small boy 
came up to the clerk, he asked politely if he might have two balloons. 


“I'm sorry,” was the reply, “but we give only one balloon to each 
boy. Have you a brother at home?” 


The youngster was truthful, but he did want another balloon. 
“No,” he said, “but my sister has, and | want one for him.” 


—tThe Lookout. 


| 


| 
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advertisement 


Hoch Auditorium, where general sessions of the LLA 
convention will meet. It will seat 4,000 persons. The 
stage curtain is the largest of its kind in the country. 


Advertise the LLA Convention in your area 


POSTER 
Worship Bulletins 


metal lapel pins 


wallet calendar cards... . available for your league's use 
free from LLA office at 1228 
Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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PARTY 


BY TRINITY, 
FORT WAYNE 


Need new ideas for a party that’s 
loads of fun? Stumped on what your 
Luther League can do as a social proj- 
ect? If this is your case, you might 
take a tip from the senior Luther 
League of Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Fort Wayne, Indiana. The league had 
a party for the youngsters of a local 
children’s home. Here is an account of 
the party which they sponsored, and 
tips on how to go about planning one. 


Planning the Shindig 


The first step in planning the party 
is to make arrangements with the 
agency which you want to entertain. 
Tell the director how many children 
you can manage and at what age 
level. (Don’t try to throw a party for 
a large number; you'll have more fun 
—and so will the children—if it’s just 
a small party.) Get a little basic infor- 
mation on what the kids will be like. 
Know—and tell your leaguers—what 
to expect. 

Trinity league made plans to pick 
up twelve children of the age group of 
eight to ten. They learned the names 
of the children beforehand. Then 
when the guests arrived, they found 
namecards ready for them. These were 
worn during the entire evening. 


A Party Spirit 

Games were planned to keep the 
children in the party spirit. Have you 
ever played ‘“Break the Balloons’? In 
this relay game, two teams are formed. 
There are two boundary lines—one 
behind which the players stand and the 
other for a chair. Each player in his 
turn grabs a balloon, runs to the chair, 
sits on the balloon and tries to break 
it. Then he runs back to tab the next 


slayer who goes through the same 
intics. The team finishing first wins. 

Learning one another’s name was 
the object of the next game. Guests 
and leaguers alike were given slips of 
oaper and a pencil. In ten minutes they 
were to fill in the card with signa- 
cures of people at the party. 

Another game was of the relay type 
also. Each team got two nuts. Each 
‘eam member, in his turn, had to roll 
“he nuts, one over the other, to a base 
ine. This was lots of fun. 

“Drop the Handkerchief” seemed to 
de a favorite of the guests from the 
children’s home. If you forget how to 
play—the person who is It has to run 
on the outside of the circle and drop 
the hanky behind someone. This per- 
son runs around the circle in the op- 
posite direction, trying to beat It back 
ito his home position. If he fails in 
idoing this, he has to be It. Luther 


Leaguers were surprised to find that 
they enjoyed this game as much as 
their young friends did. 


Devotions and Eats 


Games finished, devotions was the 
next item on the schedule. Several 
hymns, which the children knew well, 
were sung. 

Refreshments consisting of punch 
and cookies were served. On leaving, 
each guest thanked the host leaguers 
for a marvelous time. The hosts felt 
a deep satisfaction that the children 
had enjoyed the party. And the hosts 
had fun too! 

This type of party would work well 
with children from a children’s home, 
a settlement house, or a church of an- 
other racial or national group. 


How about it? Wouldn’t you like to 
entertain some of the children in your 


area? a 


@ Clara Barton, founder of the American Red Cross, was once reminded of an 
‘especially cruel thing that had been done to her years before. But Miss Barton seemed 


not to recall the incident. 


“Don’t you remember it?’’ her friend asked. 
“No,” came the reply. “I distinctly remember forgetting that.”—Think. 


-@ The danger today is not so much that the world will force you to conform but 
that you will want to conform.—Harold W. Dodds. “ 


‘PROOF OF THE PUDDING’ 


Wittenberg is proved by the leader- 
ship records of her alumni. At Witten- 
berg they got the broad liberal edu- 
cation so essential to success. Write 
for complete information to 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


| WAGNER 


A Lutheran college in the 
City of New York, offering a 
strong Christ-centered educa- 
tion at both graduate and un- 
dergraduate levels. 

Grymes Hill 
Staten Island 1, N. Y. 
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by EUGENE HOEFTMAN 


The Spirit of St. Louis 
(Warner Bros.) 


Thirty years ago this month, a young 
man and his gallant little single en- 
gine airplane successfully flew the At- 
lantic for the first time, capturing not 
only the $25,000 New York to Paris 
prize money, but the imagination of 
the world as well. That man was 
Charles A. Lindbergh, and this is the 
true story of his 3314 hour flight into 
fame. 

Suspenseful and thrilling along its 
entire 3,610 mile route, the film its 
lightened in spots by the process of 
flashbacking to earlier incidents and 
episodes in his life, mostly of a hu- 
morous nature. This also serves to get 
other people into the picture, for ob- 
viously the ocean crossing involves 
only pilot and plane. He didn’t even 
take a radio! 

James Stewart is just right for the 
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part, and the supporting cast is okay 
too. You'll raise a cheer also for that 
plucky Ryan monoplane that thus dra- 
matically signalled “curtain going up” 
on the Air Age. CinemaScope & 
WarnerColor. 


Designing Woman 
(M-G-M) 


A hasty marriage on short acquaint- 
ance may seem romantic but, (as wit- 
ness what happens to Gregory Peck 
and Lauren Bacall) involves a num- 
ber of unanticipated hazards. Prob- 
lem here is sportswriter Greg’s friends 
and mode of living versus dress de- 
signer Lauren’s friends, etc. Take the 
night that his lowbrow cronies are 
holding their weekly card game while 
Lauren and her “‘arty’’ associates are 
cooking up a new musical show in 
the living room! 

Climax comes when a favorite target 
of Greg’s column puts a couple of 
trigger men on his trail and Greg, for 


safety’s sake, has to go into hiding. 
Back alley brawl in Boston theatre dis- 
trict clears the air. 
Uproarious comedy in CinemaScope 
and MetroColor. With Dolores Gray, 
incidental songs and dancing, and an 
overfriendly French poodle. 


Eugene Hoeftman previews about a 


dozen new movies each month. He 
selects the better ones for review in 
LUTHER LIFE. 


A COUPLE 
OF DEUCES 


3) 


Ten Thousand Bedrooms 


(M-G-M) 


Millionaire Dean Martin drops into 
Rome, Italy, in his private plane on 


the occasion of adding one of its prin- 
cipal hotels to his vast chain (title ex- 
planation). Through Eva Bartok he 
meets the rest of the Walter Slezak 
family of four beautiful daughters. 

Anna Maria Alberghetti, youngest 
of the lot and the most direct, quickly 
gets herself engaged to Dean, but Papa 
Slezak pulls the “youngest daughter 
cannot get married until the other 
daughters are” routine. Dean lines up 
the necessary number of eligible males 
but discovers just in time that he’s 
marrying the wrong girl! Whirlwind 
finish rights the situation and the mul- 
tiple ceremony goes on with Dean and 
Eva, Anna Maria and pilot Dewey 
Martin, etc. 

Tuneful comedy in CinemaScope 
and MetroColor. “You I Love’ and 
“Only Trust Your Heart’’ are best 
songs. Co-pilot Dean Jones, a Russ 
Tamblyn type, will have the gals 
flippin’, altho he is on only briefly. 


ee ______. 


GIRLS 


July 14-26 


Baltimore School 


—want a course in 1. COUNSELING 


2. THIRD GOSPEL 
3. CHILDREN’S WORSHIP 


SUMMER SESSION FOR CHURCH WORKERS 


For application form or information address: 


Sister Catherine Neuhardt, 


Lutheran Deaconess School 


1100 Boyce Avenue 
Ruxton 4, Md. 
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PARENTS 


UNDERSTANDING YOUR PAR- 
ENTS. By Ernest G. Osborne. New 
York. Association Press. 122 Pages. 
$1.75. 

This small, pocket size guide to 
easier family relationships is as re- 
freshing as an April shower because of 
its frank discussions. Written directly 
to us teenagers, it still is a “must” for 
every parent, too. 

Dr. Osborne has a flair for writing 
interestingly and with much humor. 
He talks to us as an equal—not as a 
parent or counselor, but as if he him- 
self were back in his teens. 

Many of the most irritating prob- 
lems common to every family are dis- 
cussed quite fairly, giving possible 
background reasons and practical solu- 
tions. Such questions as these are 
talked over: Who should choose your 
friends—you or your parents? Who 
should fix the curfew for your dates? 
Who should use the family car and 
when? How much allowance should 


TO BIRDS 


you get? Are you really inconsiderate 
of others in your use of the telephone ? 

Understanding Your Parents is a 
welcome addition to any church, Lu- 
ther League, or home library. Read it 
for entertainment as well as counsel- 
ing. And show it to your parents. They 
will like it, too! 

—RUTH WHITTECAR 

Concord, North Carolina 


A THEOLOGY FOR CHRISTIAN 
STEWARDSHIP. By T. A. Kan- 
tonen. Philadelphia: Muhlenberg 
Press. 126 Pages. $2.00. 


Stewardship is ‘‘the believer's whole 
life as a response to that revelation of 
divine truth” which we have in Christ. 
With this opening shot, Hamma Dt- 
vinity School’s professor of systematic 
theology, Dr. T. A. Kantonen, goes on 
to explore the basic doctrines of the 
Christian faith. As he treats each ar- 
ticle of faith, he draws out the many 
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implications that apply to stewardship. 
While talking about “justification by 
faith’ he states that, ‘salvation is not 
an achievement but a gift which God 
places in the open palm of faith. And 
the right response to a gift is not des- 
perate struggle but joyful gratitude.” 
The book is filled with more of such 
“meat’’—meat that will give you a 
better understanding of how steward- 
ship is related to the Christian faith 
and your whole life. 

Even though this book is written in 
a very vivid way, it is aimed at a level 
for young people and adults. For this 
age group it is must reading. It will 
illustrate and give deeper meaning to 
your understanding of stewardship and 
the Christian vocation. 

—GUSTAVE WEDEMEYER, Jr. 

Bronx, New York 


INTRODUCING PATTI LEWIS, 
HOME ECONOMIST. By Helen 
Wells. New York: Messner. 190 
Pages. $2.75. 


From the first moment you meet 


Marion College 


The only two-year college in the ULCA and the 
only Lutheran college in America strictly for 
women. Cooperative courses. 


Liberal arts; music; business education; 
home economics; merchandising; _ pre- 
nursing; individual guidance; Christian 


character development; moderate rates; 
sports. 


For information write: 


Joun H. Fray, D.D., President 
Box L, Marion, Virginia 
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Patti Lewis (this “little bit of a girl” 
who turns out to be such a dynamo 
right on through to the very end) you 
feel as though you're having a peek 
at one of the most exciting fields of 
research alive. 


Helen Wells, in this light and fast- 
moving novel about a young girl, fight- 
ing with every ounce of energy to 
prove herself in a field of research 
that keeps pace with everyday living, 
writes in such a way as to keep you 
holding your breath and cheering to 
the very end. Even there you find your- 
self reading into the future in an at- 
tempt to extend friendship that lends 
so much delight. 

In a few, short evenings, you will 
joy thoroughly in being lost in this 
successful attempt to bring to young 
people a picture of one girl’s satisfac- 
tion in spending herself completely 
for those standards and goals all young 
people strive to attain. From _test- 
kitchen to close-timed demonstration 
to crisp, crunchy biscuit recipes, it’s 
fast, fascinating, and most of all, fun 
to read. 

—GLORIA SAUKE 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 


STAR DUST. By Shirley Belden. New 
York: Longmans, Green and Co. 
214 Pages. $2.75. 


Jan Norton, a lovely girl, was given 
the opportunity of one year at college 
by her mother and her aunt. Not 
knowing what she wanted in a career, 
Jan took a diversified course, including 
dramatics. 

She had talent — that was certain — 
but why didn’t she use it as so many 
people knew she could? Glenn Sim 


mons, a boy whose future was in the 


‘theater, wanted Jan at the curtain be- 
side him. But it was through Anthony 
‘Blake that Jan realized gradually that 
‘she would never be happy unless she 
cused the talents given her. 

It took a lot of “looking up” to 
discover a purpose for her life, but 
suddenly things exploded. Jan made 
‘her unusual choice with a decided 
flourish as a result of an offer for the 
theater and a sudden tragedy. 

Star Dust is an excellent book for 
teenagers (especially girls). It is filled 
with inspiration and encouragement. 

—MIcCKEY WALTERS 

Altoona, Pa. 


HOW TO WATCH BIRDS. By Rog- 
er Barton. New York: McGraw-Hill 
Co. 231 Pages. $3.50. 


Believe it or not, there are about 
five and one-half billion birds of 650 
different species in the United States. 
These birds have some 10,000,000 
fans, better known as bird watchers. 

This volume is a fascinating, infor- 
mation-guide book for the bird-watch- 
ing enthusiast—whether he be a be- 
ginner or an “old pro.” It is written 
by one of America’s top-flight bird 
watchers, Roger Barton, president of 
the New Jersey Audubon Society. 

—LESLIE CONRAD, JR. 


BEFORE 


ve 


DIK 


| used to eat too much. Then | enrolled in Carthage College. 
1 still eat too much, but boy, am | getting a wonderful 


education! 


Write: Director of Admissions 


Carthage College, Carthage, Illinois 


ies teetatl 
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Our devotions for 


1957 appear through special 


MAY 


arrangement with ONE Magazine, and are used 
with permission. Copyright 1957. All rights reserved. 


Quiet Time 


As we open our Bible to these sections each day, we share the same Scrip- 


by DAR ROA 


ture with thousands of other teenagers. Let’s pray for each other that Jesus will 
step out of our open Bibles into believing hearts. 


Luke 15 


Can you find your reasons for 
labeling this chapter “Lost” ? What is 
characteristic of the one who seeks the 
lost ? What recurring reaction is shown 
when the lost is found ? 


Luke 16 


Daniel Webster has said, “The 
greatest thought that ever entered my 
mind is that I am accountable to God.” 
Repeat that aloud. A good workman 
has his master’s purpose in mind; it 
makes his life dynamic. What is re- 
quired of yow in this chapter? Jot 
down your reactions; review them a 
week from now. 


Luke 17:1-19 


Someone has said that the most 
beautiful word in the English language 
is forgiveness. It means giving forth 
good for evil. The rose, for example, 
when stepped on doesn’t reach up to 
sctatch its offender; rather it sends up 
a sweet aroma that spells forgiveness. 
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Luke 17:20-37 


If Christ be our chief desire, we 
have Him now .. . with us and within 
us, 21. Spark your spiritual conver- 
sation as did the early Christians. They 
eagerly anticipated and _ frequently 
talked of Christ’s return. Add 33 to 
your list of life’s basic laws. 


Luke 18:1-17 


Note how Jesus’ parables be- 
ginning with verses 1 and 9 are pre- 
viewed so concisely by Luke for us. 
Ever feel like praying as did the tax- 
collector in 13? Could it be that you 
are such a sinner? Add 14b to your 
list of life’s laws. 


Luke 18:18-43 
A more important question than 
in 18 has never been asked. What's 
your answer? Do you still lack the one 


thing needful? It’s simply to receive 
Christ. 


John 1:1-28 

; Welcome to the favorite Bible 
book of 3 out of 4 young Christians. 
This one begins with a grand glimpse 
backward. Way back to a parallel with 
‘Gen. 1:1. Contrast in 17: Law through 
‘Moses, Grace through Christ. These 
are the Bible’s two basic themes: Law 
and Gospel. 


John 1:29-51 

John the Baptizer eagerly 
(pointed his pals to Jesus. He didn’t 
argue the case for Christ; he just said 
what he'd seen. Like John, we need 
not be Christ’s lawyer, only His wit- 
ness. Philip had learnd this well, 46. 
Pays off too, 37. 


John 2 

Many young Christians find 
fresh insights by marking their Bibles 
this way: place a question mark over 
each word, phrase, or idea that needs 
further thought. Whenever a passage 
points out personal sin, draw an arrow 
pointing down. Sections that speak to 
you of the Savior are marked with an 
arrow pointing up. Choice bits of in- 
“spiration that jump out at you, deserve 


a candle. 
3 10 John 3:1-21 

You know some _ Hebrew! 
“Rabbi” is explained in 2. “Born 
anew’ also means born from above or 
born again. Circle the first letter in 
each of the following words from 16: 
God, only Son, perish, eternal life. 
Don’t overlook 17-18. See why Gos- 
pel, and not Law, is the primary Lu- 
theran emphasis ? 


11 John 3:22-36 
Jealousy between the disciples 


of John and Jesus couldn’t develop 
with humility like John’s to crush it 
quickly. In three ways John exalts 
Christ. Find them? In what way today 


will you live 30? 
John 4:1-30 


12 Why didn’t Jesus baptize? 
Make a map in your Bible notebook 
listing each geographical reference— 
4, for example. Most Jews snubbed the 
Samaritans, by-passing them. What do 
you learn about personal evangelism 
here? The Master's methods can’t be 
improved. Try them today on a friend. 


13 John 4:31-54 


Great to find one’s mission 
more needful than eating, 34. Tempt- 
ing for teeners to live to eat rather 
than to eat to live. How many times is 
believe mentioned? In earlier para- 
graphs in John, how many? Keep 
counting this favorite word of John. 
Remember its meaning in John 1:12? 


14 John 5:1-24 
In what ways is Christ still 


healing? Does He want you to help 
Him bring healing to bodies? Minds ? 
Souls? Memorize John 5:24 to anchor 
your faith in God’s facts, not your 
feelings. How does faith come? See 
Rom. 10:17. 


15 John 5:25-47 


How does 5:24 relate to this 
first paragraph? Three witnesses to 
Christ are John, Christ’s works, and 
the Father. How did each of these 
show Jesus to be the Christ? 39 pro- 
vides strong incentive for our Q.T. 


16 John 6:1-24 


See how testing is God’s plan, 
6? Andrew deserves recognition by 
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youth for his recognition of youth, 9. 
How quickly and happily time zooms 
when Jesus joins us, 21. 


17 John 6:25-51 
The question in 28 is universal. 
God’s grace is evidenced in Jesus’ use 
of simple illustrations. Bread and wa- 
ter are both essential and available, as 
is Jesus! John’s favorite thrust thrills 
us with its simplicity in 47. 

John 6:52-71 


18 To whom can we turn, but 
Christ, 68? Telling what you believe, 
cements it in your experience, 69. At 
the same time it sows more seed for 


the Spirit to use. 
John 7:1-24 


19 Ever feel unappreciated, not 


wanted ? So has the Savior, 5. He un- 
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derstands our longings. He could have 
been king. Instead, He chose death. 
John 7:25-52 


2 The plot against Christ was 
common knowledge now, 25. Yet He 
dared teach openly, 28. What bold- 
ness, 37! See the overflow of believing 
in 38? Isn’t it a lift to learn that you 
can refresh others as you let Him re- 
fresh you? 


2/ John 8:1-30 


Memorize 12. Note the par- 

allel between sin and disbelieving, 24. 

And the result of sharing the Word, 
John 8:31-59 


30 
22 See value in sustained exposure 


to Scripture in 31-32? 36 is needed to 
explain 32. John 14:6 agrees. Jesus 
regularly speaks of being sent, 42. 
Strengthen your witness as you remem- 


ber you are sent. 
John 9:1-23 


23 Are you waiting to finish 


school before you begin to serve your 
Savior full time? See 4. 


2 John 9:24-41 

“We know that this man its a 
sinner’ 24, is a false judgment of 
Christ. Does this convict you of hasty, 
inaccurate criticisms? The response in 
25 shows us how to witness. Merely 
tell what Christ has done for us. 


25 John 10:1-21 


What is the “‘door’’ of 1? See 
7, 9. How does “by me’’ in 9 exclude 
all other ways of salvation? See John 
14:6 and Acts 4:12. Thus being good 
and sincere is not enough. The only 
way is the Jesus Way. 


26 John 10:22-42 

Three months have passed 
since 10:21. It’s probably December. 
Only a few weeks now until His death. 
Must have been hard for Christ that 
neither His words or works in three 
years had made a dent. What was at 
the heart of the Jew’s hatred of Christ, 
33? He boldly invites examination of 
His work, 37, as adequate credentials. 

John 11:1-27 


2/ How does illness glorify God ? 
See 4. Visited a shut-in this week ? One 
of the happiest of high school seniors 
visits his local hospital after school at 
lleast once weekly. To memorize 25 is 
to have strong support in the hour that 
‘death calls loved ones. Martha’s con- 
fession in 27 is refreshing. 


28 John 11:28-57 


Find the Bible’s shortest verse 
there? What do His tears tell you? 
While in science “seeing is believing,” 


in religion “believing is seeing’? 40. 
So impressed was Jerusalem 45 with 
this miracle that the leaders took dras- 
tic action, 53. Why? 48 Sense the 
drama and expectancy in 56? 

John 12:1-19 


29 Mary pictures normal enthusi- 
asm of one who loves Christ. Judas 
portrays the opposite. Notice in 19 the 
largeness of Christ's following. 

John 12:20-50 


30 Eagerness to meet Jesus even 
among distant Greeks challenges us to 
mission concern. Jesus refused to es- 
cape His trial in order to be used for 
our sake, 27-30. The magnetism of 
the Master leaps out of 32. 
3/ John 13:1-20 

Think about 8b. Linger long on 
14-15. Think of a humble duty you 


detest at home and at school. Want a 
thrill you’ve missed? Up and do it! 
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PRESENTATION AIDS 


Need ideas for ways of using material in this 
issue? Think through some of these suggestions. 


Wilt the Stilt Chamberlain 


Use this brief article as promotional 
material for the LLA convention in 
August. CU at KU. 


Planning Your Vacation 


Work up scenes of various ways in 
which you could spend your vacation. 
Have someone plan dialogue for each 
scene. 

In buzz groups, discuss values of 
each of these vacation suggestions— 
personal values and group values. 
Perhaps some of your members can 
share experiences they have already 
had in vacationing. 


I Have an Appointment 

There is so much valuable mate- 
rial in this article that you might 
use it for three topics—one for each 
discovery. 

This topic can be presented in the 
first person as a monologue. Arrange 
a cozy scene with a comfortable chair, 
a table on which is placed a lamp, 
flowers, and a Bible. The leader speaks 
to the group (note: he doesn’t read, 
but speaks in his own words). He 
holds an appointment book. A voice 
off stage can carry on the conversation 
with him. 

In the first discovery, discuss Jesus’ 
appointments with God. What hap- 
pened before and after? How can we 
keep these appointments? For wor- 
ship, use a slide of Sallman’s Christ 
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at Dawn or Hoftman’s Christ in Geth- 
semane. 


Have a Bible hunt. Look up pas- 
sages which show Christ’s concern for 
others—in daily life and for those 
who are lost. List ways you can wit- 
ness daily. What agencies does the 
Church have to help the lost? What 
does your local church do for others? 
What do you do personally ? 


Go, Therefore 

Discussion: Why does the nature of 
the Gospel make the worldwide mis- 
sion urgent? Can we shut our eyes to 
political activities in Israeli, Hungary, 
and Thailand? In the story of “The 
Good Samaritan,’ which character are 
you? Do you belong to a “dead” 
church ? 

Now that you have read the four 
articles on missions (see December, 
1956; January, 1957; and March, 
1957), you can make some conclud- 
ing statements. Review these other 
articles for a clearer view of vitalized 
missions. 


Retreat 

Gather material on retreats for pre- 
sentation of this topic. Have any of 
the members of your congregation 
participated in retreats? If so, let them 
tell you about their experiences. 

Perhaps the young people of your 
church would like to have a retreat. 
Careful planning is a “must.” 


Aids 

Invite the women of your church to 
a special meeting. Present to them the 
‘Aids program of the Board of Deacon- 
ess Work. Additional materials may 
‘be obtained from the Board at 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Person to Person 

1. Let's take a voyage of explora- 
(tion through the Christian Youth 
‘Hymnal. Notice page vii (Division of 
hymns into various categories) ; page 
299 (how to lead worship) ; page 308 
(several orders of service); page 343 
(psalms and canticles, look on page 
385 to see what a canticle is); page 
361 (prayers); page 385 (terms used 
in worship) ; page 403 (Bible passages 
‘on which hymns ate based) ; page 406 
_ (topics with hymns, psalms and Scrip- 
ture). These are tools that you can use 
in working out worship services. 

2. Wariety is the spice of life. On 
-a blackboard list various ways in which 
hymns, prayer, Scripture, etc., could be 
used in a worship service. See if each 
‘leaguer can think of one different 
thing. Your list might look something 
like this: 


Hymns—reading with or without 
background music, antiphonal 
singing, hymn study, words read 
silently while someone plays the 
tune, solo, recording, etc. 

Scripture—speech choir responsive 
reading, poems, various transla- 
tions, reading in unison, etc. 

Prayer—silent, guided, unison, sen- 
tence, free, litanies, prayer hymns, 

ete. f 
W orship Suggestions 

In the Index of the Christian Youth 
Hymnal find hymns, scripture lessons, 
and psalms under these topics: Bible, 


Brotherhood, Christian Character, 
Christian Living, Consecration, Chris- 
tian Discipleship, Friendship and Fel- 
lowship, Gospel, Christian Growth, 
Holy Spirit, International Relations, 
Christian Love, Missions, Out-of- 
Doors, Prayer, Christian Service, Social 
Relations, Trinity, Christian Vocation, 
Christian Witnessing, Word, and 
Worship. 


News Section 


Often articles from this section can 
be used in connection with topics. 
Match them. Or you may want to clip 
items for an inside bulletin board. 

Be on the lookout for ideas you can 
“steal” from other leagues. Try the 
activities they have found successful. 

Is there enough news from your 
synod ? Why not cooperate. Send your 
local news to your synodical cor- 
respondent. 


Odds and Ends 

Do you hold on to all the old copies 
of LUTHER LIFE and High Ideals? 
It’s a good idea to keep a file of them. 
As a league project, gather past issues 
of both magazines and start a file. 
Make file cards for each subject. Under 
each subject list which magazine it 
appears in, the date, and page. The 
Index in December, 1956, issue will 
give you some ideas of what cate- 
gories you can use. 

When you have a topic, don’t use 
only the material in LUTHER LIFE. 
Get lots of resource material, and then 
plan. Remember, there are always back 
issues, a local library (or county li- 
brary), your pastor's library, news- 
papers and magazines, and the Boards 
and agencies of the Church with films 
and pamphlets for your use. 
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CLATTER 
by CONRAD 


champions 


The church I attend is in a building 
program mess! It’s going through that 
painful period during which a new 
educational building is under construc- 
tion on the spot where the old one 
once stood. 

Classrooin space is at a premium. At 
the Sunday School hour each Lord’s 
Day, twenty classes are pew-to-pew in 
the nave of the church—and it’s bed- 
lam! About the only time you can hear 
what's going on is when the presider 
is speaking during “the opening ex- 
ercises. 

Today the presider—who admitted 
he was unprepared—began his re- 
marks by asking this question: ‘What 
is the power behind each of us?” 

“WHEATIES!”” was the first reply 
he got! (And it was offered by a pre- 
teener in all seriousness.) 

In this week’s issue of Sports Illus- 
trated magazine, the Mickey Mantle 
Story is featured. The writer of the 
article reports on a Little League Base- 
ball banquet that he and “Mr. Swat’’ 
attended. At one juncture, the micro- 
phone was turned over to Mickey to 
answer some of the qeustions that the 
kids had on their minds. One of the 
first inquiries tossed at him was: 
“Mickey, do you eat Wheaties?” (In 
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case you're interested, Mickey does.) 


According to my own personal, al- 
ways-in-operation, cereal-testing ma- 
chine, Wheaties is the most tasteless, 
quickest-to-reach-soggy-maturity of all 
dry cereals I’ve ever taste-tested. From 
the time my dear Mother first dared 
to put Wheaties on our breakfast table 
many years ago, I’ve always taste-me- 
tered them this way: “I'd rather en- 
joy my breakfast than be a Wheaties- 
bred Champion!’ So, I’ve usually 
munched on something tasty like 
Shredded Wheat or Grape Nuts. 

Wheaties owes its far-and-wide con- 
sumption to a single gimmick: ‘The 
Breakfast of Champions.” The ad-man 
who thought up that money-making 
slogan should have been rewarded 
with at least an executive Vice-Presi- 
dent’s swivel chair by this time. 

I wish somebody would come up 
with a sure-sales formula for a matter 
that’s a thousand times more important 
than the proper brand of dry break- 
fast cereal. 

I'm talking about Christian Voca- 
tion. Christian Vocation means that 
“Christ calls YOU to champion his 
cause with your whole life!” 

Once you hear Christ’s call, and 
answer it acceptingly, then you're in 
position to choose an occupation or 
profession or job, and to marry or be 
given in marriage, or even fly to the 
moon. 

The place to start is with Christ. 
The time to start is now—if you 
haven’t already become a Christian 
Vocationist. “Now” is a good time, 
since May is Christian Vocation re- 
minder month on the Luther League 
Calendar. 

Let God have the first—and only— 
mortgage on your total life! 
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